
bible study for the staff . Despite Keith and 
Joy translating I felt that a lot was lost in 
translation, but it was good to be with the 
team again and to meet a couple of other 
young volunteers too.

We spent the next two days going in and out 
of San Jose either by Uber or bus, which was 
quite an experience as it’s really hard to fi nd 
bus stops or work out which direction buses 
are going. We discovered the hard way that 
the name on the front of the bus is more 

likely to be where it has come from, not 
where it is going to! We went to an English-
speaking church with Keith and Joy on the 
Sunday, before heading off  for the boys 
camp the next day.

Boys camp in La Gari ta

We helped load up cars before travelling 
with the team and sixty boys aged 7-14 
years (was supposed to be 9-13 but the 
rules got stretched a bit), to the annualfi ve-
day boys camp in La Garita, about 45-
minutes drive west from San Jose. We 
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After a long fl ight, it was lovely to be met 
on arrival at San José airport by Ed Plus 
founders Keith and Joy, and project director 
Juan Carlos, who took us to our hotel in a 
suburb west of San José.

The next morning, Keith and Joy picked us 
up to visit one of the shanty towns (San 
Felipe) which was very close to where we 
were staying. As the schools were still 
on holiday, a couple of the lads currently 
supported by the project came round with us.

It soon became apparent how much Keith 
felt at home there, and many people 
greeted him warmly. Although he is based 
back in the UK now after working there for 
twenty-fi ve years, he has long term links 
with many families. One of the lads walking 

round with us (Dilan, aged 14), is fortunate 
to live with both parents, and the shack 
they live in is comparatively secure and 
comfortable. The other lad (Angelo, aged 13) 
lives with his mum in the worst conditions 
imaginable. His dad, like many absentee 
parents, is in Nicaragua.

At lunchtime we had the privilege of 
meeting up with the small number of 
wonderfully committed paid staff  and 
volunteers who make up the Ed Plus team. 
This included Marco (administrator), Juan 
Carlos, Fernando (who is a recent addition 
to the team), and Francois (who is French 
but lives in Germany and is doing a year 
with the project as a volunteer). It was also 
a great delight to meet up with Oscar again 
and his sister, Mariella, who will hopefully 
both be part of the team visiting the UK in 
September. These two, and another young 
man called David, were all sponsored by Ed 
Plus as children, and now provide a solid 
backbone to the Ed Plus team.

The following day we took ourselves back 
to the Ed Plus headquarters by Uber, as 
we had been asked to lead the weekly 
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were so impressed with the team of young 
volunteers, who all sprang into action on 
arrival, organising ice breaker games. The 
boys were split into six dormitories, each 
with an energetic team leader. 

Over the next fi ve days these highly 
competitive teams amassed points playing 
each other at volleyball, football and the 
ever popular handball in the outdoor pool. 
They also performed bible-based dramas 
and had quizzes based on the bible stories 
they heard. There was a lot of ear-shattering 
‘singing’, early morning exercises, evening 
bonfi res and three healthy meals a day (a lot 
of rice and beans). All this would have been 
an unheard-of experience for these children 
without the amazing work of Ed Plus.

It was great to see the children relishing the 
whole experience as it is such a contrast to 
their everyday life. The really encouraging 
thing for us was seeing how many of the 
young volunteers had also grown up with 
Ed Plus support and were now wonderfully 
committed to the project, keen to invest 
in the children just as they had been 
encouraged and invested in. One of them, 
a lad called Jurgen, had been one of the 
children we had sponsored over the years 
so meeting him was really special.

Mike spent time videoing and taking photos 
and also ran a short, fun workshop on 
magnetism. Sally was supposed to be the 
camp nurse. (Quite a challenge with no 
Spanish and a fi rst aid box with medicines 
she’d never heard of and had no intention 
of administering!) Fortunately we got away 
with various minor sports injuries, sprains, 
insect bites and some sunburn.

A camp for girls also follows the boys camp 
in January each year and a youth camp runs 
in the Summer. It has been such a joy to be 
part of one of the camps we have heard so 
much about over the years and to see the 
project fi rst-hand. However, what we didn’t 
see was the weekly programme of events 
that the Ed Plus team run during term time.

Volcanoes and rainforests

After camp we had our wonderful two-week 
holiday around seeing east and west coast, 
volcanos, cloud and rainforests. Mike took 
loads of pictures and videos, some of which 
you can see on www.willsons.net if you’ve 
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Quiz night at the boys camp

not already seen them on Facebook. This 
really was a holiday of a lifetime for us.

We had a couple of days back in San José 
before coming home. This coincided with Ed 
Plus sorting out packs of school equipment 
and uniform and delivering it to children in 
the three shanty towns. We were able to get 
involved with that too.

UK Tr ip in  Autumn 2019
The planned UK trip in the autumn is part 
of the 25th anniversary celebrations. Four 
of the leaders hope to bring six of the 
under-14 lads to England for about twelve 
days, and for part of that time they plan to 
be in Highworth. It is proving quite diffi  cult 
to arrange as parents need to be tracked 
down to give permission before passports 
can be applied for, and many parents have 
not got up-to-date paperwork required to 

get passports. Kevin, a 13-year-old lad who 
we met at camp who would have loved to 
come, turns out to have never even had his 
birth registered. This will also mean he can’t 
progress to secondary school either unless 
that issue can be resolved. That incident 
showed me a little of what these children 
are up against and how easily despair sets 
in. How important the long term love and 
support shown by Ed Plus is.

We plan to have an informal evening in The 
Bridge Centre on Thursday 14 March at 
7:30pm if anyone is interested in hearing 
more about the work of Ed Plus and seeing 
a curtailed version of Mike’s videoing! Keith 
and Joy are hoping to join us then to answer 
any questions we can’t!


