
We feel strongly that Moldova is a 
country where God still wants us 
to be involved as a church family 
somehow—it won’t leave our 
hearts and minds! To this end, 
Matt, Sally, Jon and myself will, by 
the time you have read this, been 
out to “spy the land”, for three 
days during mid-March. 

During the year we Fishers 
lived in Ungheni, we met some 
wonderful people and made some 
beautiful lasting friendships, all 
of whom we are still in touch with 
and pray for regularly. During 

this trip, we want to visit each of 
them, encourage and bless them, 
find out their vision for the next 
few years, ask what their needs 
are, discover how we can pray for 
them, then bring 
this information 
back to share 
with you guys, 
listening to what 
God is saying to 
us, and seeing 
where he leads 
us in loving the 
lost, hurting, 

broken and poor in Moldova in 
this new season. 

It’s a short, sweet trip, so the 
schedule for the three days is 
set to be busy. On our way to 
Ungheni from the Romanian 
airport in Iasi, we will stop with 
Ruslan Leahu to visit our friends 
and Swiss missionaries, Tobias 
and Urs with his wife Katrin and 
baby Elia, at Tsarina Farm. They 
are developing a model farm in 
Sculeni, (the village where the 
summer build was last year). 
Their hope is that the projects 
they develop will help many 
local families make their own 
living from the Moldovan soil 
and sustain the growth through 
regenerative and ecological 
farming best practices. They 
have recently slaughtered their 
first imported cow, and have 
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already begun to grow crops. 
Katrin, a former doctor back in 
Switzerland, makes amazing goats 
cheese and yoghurt.

I am very excited about 
introducing Jon to the country 
and her people as he prepares to 
lead a group of our young people 
out to Moldova in August, to help 
participate in building another 
house for a family in need! After 
visiting the farm, we’ll call by 
Pastor Radu’s church and see 
the former build campsite and 
possibly the two houses built 
previously. 

We want to spend some time 
blessing and encouraging Sam 
and Leo Sandu, so on Tuesday 
evening we will take them out for 
a meal. As it happens, Phil Hulks 
from Amor Europe, and leader 
of the build trips, is visiting the 
Sandu’s then too so he will join 
us!

Wednesday sees us spending 
most of the day visiting Casa 
Helen with Leo, the old ladies 
home I frequently visited last 

year. It will be such a joy to see 
the ladies again, and maybe Ana 
will join us! 

Later on Wednesday, I would 
love to introduce Sally, Matt 
and Jon to Simone, Tobias’ wife, 
and their 4 children. Last year, 
they completed work on a home 
they built from scratch. They 
call it ‘House of Joy’ and their 
vision is for it to be a community 
home, where they live with 
other families, encouraging and 
discipling them. Currently there 
are two local families living with 
them—there are nine children 
all together!!!! What a busy, noisy 
household! 

On Thursday we will be heading 
north to spend some time with 
Charlotte and Johannes Noer 
Peterson. They run a refuge/
home for girls who have been 
rescued from or are at risk of 
being trafficked. They have a key 
role in the church they attend 
in the town of Riscani, and are 
in the throes of developing the 
upper floors into an academy, in 
conjunction with Love Moldova, 

from whom they already receive 
some financial support, providing 
training and education beyond 
school age. 

After time with these guys, we 
will then travel slightly further 
south, to the more Russian town 
of Balti, where our friend, Raluca 
Farcas, lives. She is an American-
Romanian missionary who feels 
called to provide a home for 
teenage girls to reside in—so they 
can attend school in the town— 
who would otherwise be at risk 
of being trafficked. They live in 
a large apartment above a big 
pentecostal church, and she and 
her team teach them life skills, as 
well as discipling them for Jesus. 

We hope to be a blessing and 
bring joy and encouragement to 
those we visit, whilst also learning 
what it is God might want us to be 
involved with next.

Pray that God would reveal his 
plans and purposes to us as we 
seek his face and hope to build 
upon the foundations Paul, Abi, 
Josh and I laid last year. 


