
SUNDAY WORSHIP
05 May
Speaker: Joint meeting with Stowe Church
Worship Leaders: Jim Thring/Janet Hodgson
Set-up: Matt Ford (YELLOW)

12 May
No service. Joining with St Michael’s to 
celebrate the reopening of their refurbished 
building.

19 May
Speaker: Jo Pearce
Worship Leaders: Jon Grant-WIllson/Adrian Hill
Set-up: Ian Coulson (BLUE)

26 May
Speaker: Rachael Laing Smith (AAW)
Worship Leaders: Kathryn Ford
Set-up: Ian Coulson (BLUE)

WELCOME
God is good, and we have lots to celebrate. If this is your fi rst time here at Highworth 
Community Church, then you’re especially welcome. We hope that you enjoy your time with us.

We start together with a time of worship, which is very relaxed and open for all to participate 
in. After the worship time, the children and young people will leave for their own groups 
(follow the crowd or look for the signs), whilst there’s a time of teaching from the Bible, 
usually by one of the church leaders. On those weeks marked All Age Worship (AAW) we all 
stay in the service together. 

We are really glad you’re here and would like the opportunity to get to know you. We always 
have tea and coff ee available before and after the meeting so please stay and chat.

CONTACT
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Community Church
Registered Offi  ce:

The Bridge Centre
8 Sheep Street
Highworth SN6 7AA

T: 01793 765060

W: highworthcommunitychurch.org

E: admin@highworthchurch.co.uk

www.highworthcommunitychurch.org

continued on next page

MOLDOVAN SACRIFICE
by Jon Hares

I don’t know what the word sacrifi ce means 
to you.  As we approached the ‘house’ 
(which looked like two shipping containers 
to most of us!) we met the amazing 
Katharine and Urrst. We squeezed around 
the small table, eating the wonderful, simple 
food they had grown and cooked on their 
farm, and our minds were blown away 
by their levels of sacrifi ce. Katharine had 
explained that although she had trained as 

a doctor, she had moved to the middle of 
nowhere to show people more of Jesus.

On our recent trip we were to meet many 
more people who had given up a lot to 
follow God where he had called them. 
We met Charlotte and Johannes, who had 
given up lives as business people to help 
rescue young women from traffi  cking, 
plant a church and serve the local 
community. We met Raluca, who gave 
up her comfortable life in the USA to be 
the foster mum of around seventeen 



WEEKLY EVENTS
Every Tuesday
Craft Group 
11am-12noon, The Bridge

Tuesday Group for school years 7-9 
(term time)
6:30-8pm, St Michael’s Church

Tuesday Group for school years 10+ 
(term time)
8-9:30pm, The Bridge Centre

Every Wednesday
Bible Study
9:30-10:30am, The Bridge

Nursery Rhymes with Jon (term time)
11-11:30am, The Bridge

Every Thursday
Little Treasures Toddler Group
(term time)
9:45-11:15am, Community Centre

Every Fr iday
Friday Blessings
9:15am, Highworth Methodist Church

Knit and Natter Group
10:30am, The Bridge Centre

WHAT’S ON IN 
MAY
week beginning 29 Apri l

Small Groups meet this week

09 May
HCC AGM
7:45pm, The Bridge Centre

12 May
Offi  cial Reopening of St Michael’s
10:15am, St Michael’s Church (no service 
at Warneford)

week beginning 13 May
Small Groups meet this week

15 May
Dreams Forum with Dave Day
8pm, The Bridge Centre

week beginning 27 May
Small Groups meet this week

28 May
Can these bones live? 
7:30pm, St. Peter’s Church, Marlborough

UPPER ROOM
Key Prayer  Events
Open to Al l
Please keep checking the Upper Room 
diary for Open Prayer times and 
additions.

Each week we have:

Reading and Refl ection
Monday, 4pm

Prayer for Revival for our Nation
Tuesday, 12pm

River (worship)
Wednesday, 6pm

Waiting on God
Thursday, 4pm

This  month there are 
a lso these prayer  t imes:

01 May
Soaking Prayer
4pm

10 May
Prayer for Israel
7:30pm

22 May
Praying the Northumbrian Prayer Liturgy
4pm

GIFT DAY 2019
Sunday 09 June
by Matt Ford

This year our Gift Day is for mission. It’s 

about blessing people who have yet to 

know Jesus.

Moldova House Bui ld
This summer a team of seven from HCC are 

heading to Moldova to build a house for 

someone who doesn’t have one!! What an 

incredible image of the love of Jesus in the 

poverty and darkness Moldova grapples 

with. They are joining a team from across 

the UK and will be reaching out in many 

other ways over the eight days they are 

there. Alongside their own costs they need 

to raise £3500 for the build so we want to 

make this our initial target

Over and above this threshold we want to 

support:

World Mission: Hopefully you are aware 

of our links with Ghana and that the fi rst 

person to give their life to Jesus in our 

Upper Room was Habib (from Northern 

Ghana.) Through our links with John Kpi 

Kpi in City of God Church, Accra, we are 

prayerfully looking at how we can support 

what God has started. Any course of action 

will be naturally shared fi rst with you all 

as whatever we do needs to come from a 

united place of faith.

Local Mission: The Stowe Church is a 

Baptist Mission in nearby Wichelstowe, 

South Swindon, that we have connected 

with recently. In this new community, they 

are letting go of traditional ways of doing 

church to be relevant to those who have 

yet to know Jesus. We will be hearing more 

about their vision on the 05 May when they 

are joining us for worship! We want to bless 

them with a gift, to practically cheer them 

on in their calling and to encourage them.

Our Mission: Every week, and almost 

every day, HCC expresses love and care to 

our community and beyond through The 

Bridge Centre. We love what God is doing 

there and believe the work needs to keep 

growing. Every Thursday during the month 

of May we are trialling a Missions Day in 

The Bridge Centre. The idea is to further 

develop the practical ways of reaching 

people we already have and look at starting 

some new ones. (Clothing provision is one 

of them.)

So, all in all, we want to aim for at least 

£6000. As always you don’t have to 

give—it’s about worship, not duty.

Please pray as well for all the above, and 

more information will be communicated 

nearer the time.



 

DREAMS FORUM 
WITH DAVE DAY
15 May and 26 June,  8pm, 
The Br idge Centre
We have been talking a lot about purpose, 
about fulfi lling what God has made us for 
and called us to. These ‘dreams’, these 
things we often feel inspired or passionate 
about, often sadly remain just that—
dreams. Instead we want to be a family that 
live out our dreams.

So, to help us all get over the start line, 
(and towards the fi nish!) we are starting 
a Dreams Forum. This is for you. A place 
you can come, share, be encouraged, get 
wisdom and advice and, most importantly, 
be accountable. You may have a simple or 
crazy dream, or maybe a vague idea—we 
take all comers. I believe that many lives will 
be impacted and changed as we embrace 
this.

HCC TRUST AGM
09 May,  8pm,
The Br idge Centre
Charitable status is an incredible privilege 
and opportunity for us as Church Family.  
A team of people volunteer their time 
to support this and it will be great to 
hear about what they have been up to, 
encourage them and hear how we can all 
help.  

If you count HCC as your church home then 
please come along.  

‘CAN THESE BONES 
LIVE? ‘
HCC WORSHIP NIGHT IN 
MARLBOROUGH 
23 May,  7 :30-9pm, 
St .  Peter ’s  Church,  
Marlborough
(at  the end of  the High Street)

Last year, a team from HCC went every 
other week to Marlborough to pray and 
share Jesus meeting up with and working 
with the HCC family who live there.  One of 
the things we all felt very stirred about was 
the decommissioned church building St. 
Peter’s which stands at the end of the High 

TIME TO RETREAT
by Lizzie Hares

We would love you to join us for Manna—a 
weekend retreat in Highworth. Come and 
be blessed! Enjoy good teaching, good food, 
and time relaxing with friends. 

Details including venue and costs will 
be confi rmed when we have an idea of 
numbers attending. 

Please email lizzie@highworthchurch.co.uk if 
you are interested in coming and we will get 
more details out to you all later this month.

Street.  God spoke to us about that place 
being a place of dry bones and we got the 
chance to pray inside one evening—it was 
so very powerful.

‘Will these bones live?’  This is the question 
to Marlborough. Will what once was about 
His glory and honour come alive again?  This 
question is bigger than one building but this, 
we feel, is where breakthrough begins.

Therefore, we have gained permission to 
hold an evening of worship!! A night when 
we, as HCC, gather for another town, but 
one fi lled with ‘people of Highworth and 
high worth’, to meet with Jesus and lift His 
name very high.

We are limited to thirty people, so please 
sign up asap either via the admin table on 
Sundays or contact Matt Ford.

teenage girls at risk. We met Tobias and 
Simone, who gave up a whole fl oor of their 
house so they could help bring healing to 
a broken family. The exciting thing is, they 
testifi ed that it works! Sacrifi ce gives birth 
to transformation!  

This summer, seven young men (I include 
myself in that number by the way!) are 
giving up nine days of their summer, as 
well as committing to raise around £1000 
each, to build a house for a family living 

in poverty.  This house will be warm, dry 
and properly built to withstand harsh 
soviet winters. And it will transform the 
life of a family. Sacrifi ce gives birth to 
transformation.  

So where is God calling you to live 
sacrifi cially for him?  It’s worth praying this 
one through as, on the other side of Easter, 
we look back to the greatest sacrifi ce the 
world has ever known; Christ’s perfect life, 
sacrifi ced so you and I may live.

continued from page one



GIRL ON A MISSION
by Natalie Ketcher

God has worked in unimaginable ways in 
my life over the past few months. Although 
I left for Kona with an open expectancy of 
how I thought He might move, I was praying 
for emotional healing, wholeness and to go 
deeper in my relationship with Him. 

Not only have I experienced greater 
breakthrough, freedom and healing than I 
have in my whole adult life but I have never 
been more secure of my identity in Christ, 
and through that I have been able to come 
alongside others and pray for and minister 
from a better place, to help them get set 
free from fear, anxiety, passivity, shame and 
other strongholds, affi  rming over them a 
sense of worth, value and identity in Him.

God has used this time to stretch and 
grow me and I believe that He is calling 
me into leadership in the areas of youth 
and women’s ministry. He has resurrected 
old dreams, but also taught me to dream 
bigger. He has also shown me that I do not 
have to place limitations on my dreams and 
desires, that all things are possible through 
Him and I can do anything I set my mind to, 
because He has equipped me with the vision 
and skills to make my dreams a reality and 
bring greater glory to the Kingdom.

All I have ever wanted to do is help people 
and make a diff erence. I realise now that 
God instilled in me my calling as a child and 
I have inadvertently been trying to fulfi l 
this throughout my life. In Kona I received 
teaching, ministry and healing to help 
grow and prepare me into stepping into 
this calling. During this time He has been 
strengthening and developing my Mama 

heart. I have always 
wanted children 
and He has allowed 
me to disciple our 
amazing young 
people over the past 
fi ve to six years.
I have carried this 
with me throughout 
my DTS where He 
has provided the 
opportunities to 
come alongside the 
18-19 year olds and 
those in their 20’s 
doing the Fire and 
Fragrance DTS and 
pouring into and 
affi  rming over them.

Over the past two 
weeks, since being in 
South Africa, He has 
launched me into 
Kids and Women’s 
Ministry, and just 
a few things I have 
been involved with 
are:

• Sharing my testimony with teenage girls  
 who are mixed race or black, and   
 women going through a rehabilitation  
 programme for addiction. I’ve been  
 loving on them, ministering to   
 their hearts and praying for them   
 to  discover their worth and value and  
 experience the Father’s love (some of  
 them for the fi rst time!) 

• Kids Ministry in the local township,  
 coming alongside the poorest   
 communities in the Potchefstroom area,  
 and developing lesson plans and bible  
 study for the kids clubs.

As many of you know, I walked away from 
the Lord as a teenager and spent sixteen 

years in a wilderness season. The Lord has 
used my experiences from this time—the 
good, the bad and the painful—to come 
alongside people and minister from a 
raw, authentic place. If it helps even one 
person to learn from my mistakes, or if 
my testimony resonates with the people I 
minister to, it was more than worth it!

As I reach the latter stage of my DTS I want 
to say a massive thank you to all of you who 
have supported and championed me on, 
donated to my training and prayed for me. It 
means more than you will ever know and it 
has enabled me to grow spiritually and help 
others in practical and emotional ways.

I have one fi nal prayer request going into 
the last month of my DTS: I know that the 
Lord is calling me into missions/ministry 
and I am going to fi nd it hard coming home 
in May. Can you please pray for continued 
revelation for the next steps post-DTS and 
for a smooth transition back into life in the 
UK during this season of processing. I will 
really need your emotional support when I 
come home and I feel blessed to be a part of 
our HCC family. 

JOINT
CELEBRATION
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