
SUNDAY WORSHIP
01 December
Speaker: Lizzie Hares

Worship Leaders: Jon Grant-Willson/Adrian Hill

Set-up: Adrian Hares (GREEN)

08 December
Christmas Celebration at 4pm

Worship Leaders: Kathryn Ford

Set-up: Adrian Hares (GREEN)

15 December
Speaker: Rachael Laing Smith

Worship Leaders: Jim Thring/Janet Hodgson

Set-up: Matt Ford (YELLOW)

22 December
Carols on the Podium

29 December
Speaker: Matt Ford

Worship Leaders: Jon Grant-Willson/Adrian Hill

Set-up: Ian Coulson (BLUE)

05 January
Speaker: Cathie Jones (IRIS Ministries)

Worship Leaders: Kathryn Ford

Set-up: Ian Coulson (BLUE)

12 January
Speaker: Matt Ford (AAW)

Worship Leaders: Jim Thring/Janet Hodgson

Set-up: Phil Smith (RED)

19 January
Speaker: Jon Hares

Worship Leaders: Dawn Golton/Will Pearse

Set-up: Phil Smith (RED)

26 January
Speaker: George Verwer (Operation Mobilisation)

Worship Leaders: Jon Grant-Willson/Adrian Hill

Set-up: Adrian Hares (GREEN)

WELCOME
God is good, and we have lots to celebrate. If this is your fi rst time here at Highworth 
Community Church, then you’re especially welcome. We hope that you enjoy your time with us.

We start together with a time of worship, which is very relaxed and open for all to participate 
in. After the worship time, the children and young people will leave for their own groups (follow 
the crowd or look for the signs), whilst there’s a time of teaching from the Bible, usually by one 
of the church leaders. On those weeks marked All Age Worship (AAW) we all stay in the service 
together. 

We are really glad you’re here and would like the opportunity to get to know you. We always 
have tea and coff ee available before and after the meeting so please stay and chat.

continued on next page

SO WHAT?

Like most of you I imagine, my life journey 
has been a very varied one, and over the 
last ten years my walk with God has been 
especially hilly. Since my return to HCC 
some years ago, that walk has presented me 
with some physical challenges (sometimes 
self-induced and imposed!), to which you 
may think, ‘So what?!’ Good question! For 
me, these challenges have caused me to 
question my identity, and that, in turn, 
has impacted how I’ve previously served 

by Phil Smith

our Church family and my role within my 
own family. It has even challenged my 
thinking—not a very comfortable experience 
for me at all!. Anyway, lo and behold, new 
and diff erent opportunities for service have 
presented themselves.  

Having recently completed the HCC Training 
School course, I’ve been prompted to 
think about this ‘so what’ question, and 



WHAT’S ON IN 
DECEMBER AND 
JANUARY
weeks beginning 09 
December,  06 and 20 
January
Small Groups meet these weeks

01 December
The Spring Worship Event
6pm, St Michael’s Church

04 December
River
7 to 9pm, Upper Room

08 December
Hope for the World (see advert)
4pm, Warneford School

09 December
Small Groups this week

12 December
The Sanctuary
4 to 6pm, The Bridge Centre

15 December
The Spring Christmas Party
6:30pm, The Bridge Centre

22 December
Carols on the Podium
5pm, Market Place

25 December
Christmas Day Service
10:30am, Highworth Community Centre

09 January
The Sanctuary
4 to 6pm, The Bridge Centre

13 to 17 January
Week of Prayer
6am to 10pm

15 January
Vision Night
8pm, The Bridge Centre

20 January
Freedom in Christ course begins
7pm, The Bridge Centre

29 January
Prayer Ministry Appointments
7 to 9pm, Upper Room

	
	

	

	
	
	

WOULD YOU LIKE TO

continued from previous page
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to consider my own journey and my own 
responsibility for how I approach that 
journey. Having been a Christian for many 
a long year, I recall a while ago being 
personally challenged when a then-work 
colleague of mine asked what I thought 
of the Bible. They had recently read the 
Bible for themselves, and I was somewhat 
dumbfounded as I hadn’t ever read it in full.

So, in spite of it not being a new year, the 
fi rst of the month, a birthday, a sunny day or 
some other such momentous or signifi cant 
landmark, I simply stopped waiting for a 
right time or direction, or at least whilst 
I was waiting I fi nally did something. I 
embarked on reading the Bible. Completely. 
The Big Story. Cover-to-cover. This just 
happened to kind of coincide with Jon and 
Lizzie running the Bible Course (I would 
wholeheartedly encourage you to consider 
getting along to a course yourself; it really is 
an interesting, informative, and eye-opening 
thing to do.)  I chose to do my reading of 
the Bible with a reading plan, and that for 
me was the right way, such that I read the 
entire Bible in three months. I’m not at 
all suggesting that you take on the same 

commitment, but my encouragement to you 
is to fi nd a way to read the Bible in a way 
that works for you, and just go for it. For me, 
it meant waking at 5am just to get that day’s 
chapters read—it was the only way I could 
fi t it in with my other commitments, and of 
course, some days I missed the alarm and 
had to play catch-up. But it has changed 
me. Not only has my head-knowledge been 
expanded, but my heart-knowledge has 
blossomed and given me a hunger for more 
of God. God’s Word is transformative.

My current challenge remains this: So what?! 
Perhaps, more accurately even: Now what?! I 
don’t see my reading of the Bible in entirety 
as the end, not at all, quite the opposite 
in fact. It’s merely a better-late-than-never 
start. To read, to understand with head 
and heart (mind and soul) and to take that 
food, to eat, to digest and grow, and then 
to do something with that knowledge and 
understanding.

The other week Andrew Price reminded 
us that the Bible is amazing, but it’s only 
eff ective if we read it regularly and read 
it in context. To do so with a desire to 
understand, to grasp and grapple. And, in 
doing so, to ask, ‘So what?!’

We are encouraging all the Church to make 
every eff ort to do the course as it lays a 
strong foundation for what it means to truly 
follow Christ and be set free.

The course is for all Christians; whilst new 
Christians will discover the foundations of 
their faith, those who have known Jesus for 
a longer time are challenged afresh as these 
quotes show. The course has helped me:

‘...go deeper in my journey with the Lord by 
looking at strongholds that have impacted 
my life.’

‘...understand more about my standing 
in Christ and identifi ed areas that need 
addressing.’

‘...apply the liberating truths of God’s word 
to my life.’

Freedom in Christ is an encounter with the 
greatest truth of all that Jesus has secured 
for us, and how we can take hold of it. The 

course involves watching the DVD together 
in a group of up to twelve people with time 
to share, question and encourage one 
another, so that we can move forward in 
more of what God has for us

A new course starts on 20 January 2020,  
7 to 9:15pm. The remaining dates are 27 
January, 03 and 10 January, and 24 February 
and 02 March.

The Steps to Freedom Day will take place on 
07 March, 10am to 4pm, with lunch being 
provided.

We will obtain the Participants Guide for 
you, at a cost of £7 each, and the Steps 
to Freedom Guide, which is £4. If cost is a 
problem see me.

Please consider booking in by seeing 
me at church or you can email me at 
heatherff ord@hotmail.co.uk (two ff s!)

HAVE YOU DONE FREEDOM IN CHRIST ?
by Heather Ford



For many of us one of the highlights (or 
maybe the highlight!) of last year was the 
Christmas celebration in the town square 
when we shared with many hundreds from 
our community the news that ‘There is a 
light that shines in the darkness—His name 
is Jesus’.

We want to build on that, so once again, 
on Sunday 22 December, we’ll be joining 
with the other churches of Highworth to 
proclaim the glorious news that God has 
entered our world to bring life and hope.

There are lots of ways to get involved and 
be part of this great event:

CAROLS ON THE PODIUM 2019
by Ken Ford

• If you enjoy singing, and are a quick  
 learner, there’s still time to be part of  
 the choir.

• Let’s make sure everybody in and   
 around Highworth receives an invitation  
 — leafl ets are available. Have a few  
 ready in your pocket all the time and  
 make sure everyone in your street gets  
 one.

• Willing hands needed to set up and pack  
 away.

• Lots of help will be needed during the  
 event with stewarding, giving out light  

 sticks etc. You might even get to wear a  
 high viz jacket!!!

• Help needed with serving mulled wine.

• Smile, be bold, talk to people and   
 be ready to share Jesus and pray if the  
 opportunity arises.

• Over the next couple of weeks pray... 
 and then pray some more.  We want  
 to sow seeds, but we want to reap and  
 see many precious men and women,  
 boys and girls,  receive the best   
 Christmas gift imaginable.  It really could  
 happen!

CHRISTMAS 2019 
AT HCC
07 December, 6pm, St Michael’s

CAP Christmas Party
Help needed—see Kathryn Ford

08 December, 4pm, Warneford
Christmas Celebration and 
Nativity (no morning meeting)

19 December, 12:30pm, The Bridge
Blessings Christmas Meal
Help needed—see Matt Ford

20 December, 4pm, St Michael’s

The Twelve Days of Christmas 
Silhouette Theatre Company. Adults £4, 
Children £1, from Lighthouse bookshop

22 December, 5pm, Market Place
Carols on the Podium
22 December, 6pm, Methodist Church
Christmas Carol Service
23 December, 6pm, The Bridge
Christmassy Movie (with fi sh and 
chip supper), £3 per person

25 December, 10:30am,
Community Centre
Christmas Day service





A little way back in late January of 2015, we 
as a family returned from three months 
in Cambodia serving Jesus through 
the missions organisation Iris Global. It 
changed our lives. Just before we moved to 
Highworth, a bit further back again in the 
Autumn of 2011, we spent three months in 
Mozambique, again with Iris Global, being 
challenged beyond anything we had known 
and encountering more of Jesus than we 
had ever thought possible.

Iris Global, led by Heidi and Rolland 
Baker, is missions organisation that really 
believes God is a light in the darkness, is 
unbelievably good, is a breaker of chains, 
and that He will provide. They take this 
knowledge to the worst, poorest, most 

THE UNFOLDING PLANS OF GOD
hopeless parts of our world. I have never 
come across people so free, loving and 
passionate. I would not be the person I 
am today or be able to serve and lead as 
well(ish) without them.

So it is probably no surprise that we have 
been actively looking for ways to connect 
more with Iris Global. But got nowhere. 
For three years! You see, we don’t really 
fi t here in middle England with a missions 
organisation to the poorest of the poor. 
We tried everything, but then when visiting 
Bethel church in California last year we 
met a Brazilian guy called Herbert and 
everything started to change.

Herbert, it turns out, heads up the 
administration of Iris overseeing the 

worldwide support of mission bases. Over a 
late night Starbucks we dreamed of teaming 
mature, common sense Christians in the 
West with passionate, on fi re missionaries 
who need some wisdom support when it 
comes to running and maintaining a mission 
long term. We dreamed of partnerships that 
brought life.

Since then we have been teamed up with 
an amazing Swiss couple in Senegal, met 
with one of their team in Paris for a ‘divine 
appointment’, had the opportunity to host 
a lovely team from Iris Globals mission 
school ‘Harvest School’ here in Highworth, 
and connect (again a God thing) with Cathie 
Jones who heads up the Iris University 
international relations (she is coming to 
speak here in January).

For over a year we have been supporting 
Miriam and Claudio in Senegal via text, 
email, Skype, video blogs and lots of prayer. 
They head up a misson’s base just outside 
Dakar that rescues street children and 
works with the homeless.

So, in January, we are going to Africa to hang 
out with them for ten days. To encourage 
and be encouraged. To serve, to love, to 
grow, to build faith and cheer them on their 
journey. We know we will be changed. We 
know God is working out His plans.

We will be leaving on the 22 January and 
return on 03 February. We’d appreciate your 
prayers.

Blessings and life in abundance

Matt, Kathryn, Ethan, Caleb
and  Summer
Matt, Kathryn, Ethan, Caleb
and  Summer
Matt, Kathryn, Ethan, Caleb

From 09 to 13 December, along with our 
friends in the other Highworth churches, 
we’ll be sharing the great news of Christmas 
with over 400 children from the local 
schools! By taking groups around the scenes 
set up around St Michael’s Church, children 
encounter the homes of the characters from 
the fi rst Christmas story and are introduced 
to the main character—Jesus! 

Our message this year is all about God with 
us. The truth is God has not forgotten us, he 
has come to be with us! When Jesus came, 

God was giving us the most precious thing 
he had, to show us the way back to him.  

We’ll be supported by an army of volunteers 
from setup to storytelling, characters to 
crafts and, of course, making refreshments!  
It takes around forty people from across the 
Highworth Churches so it really is a great 
team eff ort! Quotes from children and staff  in 
previous years have included, ‘This is magical!’ 
‘Wow, did this really happen? And, ‘After I’ve 
done this it really starts to feel like Christmas.’ 

We really couldn’t do such a big project 
without everyone who helps, so if you can 
help in any way, please don’t forget to sign 
up by dropping me a text or email or giving 
me a call!  

This year we are also back in Warneford 
doing workshops with years 7 and 10, 
picking up the diff erence between our 
cultural Christmas and the reasons for 
the season. Please remember us in your 
prayers.

Thanks Church!

THE CHRISTMAS TRAIL IS BACK
by Jon Hares, Families Worker



WEEKLY EVENTS
Every Tuesday
Craft Group 
11am-12noon, The Bridge

Tuesday Group for school years 7-9 
(term time)
6:30-8pm, St Michael’s Church

Tuesday Group for school years 10+ 
(term time)
8-9:30pm, The Bridge Centre

Every Wednesday
Bible Study
9:30-10:30am, The Bridge

Nursery Rhymes with Jon (term time)
11-11:30am, The Bridge

Every Thursday
Little Treasures Toddler Group
(term time)
9:45-11:15am, Community Centre

Every Fr iday
Friday Blessings
9:15am, Highworth Methodist Church

Knit and Natter Group
10:30am, The Bridge Centre

Ranked alongside infl uential evangelists 
such as Bill Graham, Rick Warren, David 
Livingstone and Matt Chandler, George 
Verwer may not even be a name you know.

George Verwer is probably best well-known 
for founding and directing the world’s 
largest missions organisation, Operation 
Mobilisation (OM).  He’s also been termed a 
‘global evangelist’ and it’s hard to fi nd him 
not wearing his iconic world map jacket. 

During his early days, whilst handing out 
bibles in the USSR, he was arrested and 
accused of being a spy, 
following which he 
was deported. That 
experience gave birth to 
OM. George, along with 
a small team, realised 
that God’s plan was to 
mobilise His Church to 
reach the nations, and 
as they began to share 
their vision, hundreds of 
Christians responded. 
So OM was born. It is a 
ministry of evangelism, 
discipleship training 
and church planting, 
and today over 3,300 
workers in OM’s family of 
ministries, representing 
over 100 nationalities, 
are bringing God’s 
unchanging truth to 
literally millions every 
year.

WHO IS GEORGE VERWER?
According to the OM website, ‘George shares 
the Christian revolution of love and balance 
right around the world. He starts at home 
emphasizing the need to worship God, to live 
in fellowship with one another by walking in 
the light, and live a disciplined life of victory as 
forgiven, repentant, Cross-centered Christians.’

George often describes himself as ‘God’s 
Bungler’, in reference to Brother Andrew’s 
‘God’s Smuggler’, and has written several 
books and produced a number of 
audiobooks of the same titles.

We are as thrilled as we are privileged to 
have George Verwer with us on 26 January. 
This is one Sunday you defi nitely don’t want 
to miss!



Thanks so much to everyone who got 
involved in the recent month of prayer 
appointments. What a blessing it turned 
out to be! There were twenty-eight 
appointments guided by thirteen of the 
prayer team, and we’re not sure who got 
the most blessing: those being prayed for, 
or those doing the praying!

So we feel encouraged to make this a 
regular part of our life as a church family.  

Prayer so easily becomes a fall back, a cry for 
help after we have tried everything else. But 
not this year because here is an invitation: 
to start 2020 with the old, unchanging, 
challenging, wonderful and worthy call to 
pray—to spend intentional time with Jesus.  

Over fi ve days at the beginning of 2020, will 
you help us all put aside the ‘business’ of 
Church to do business with God? Will we start 
the year putting Him and His Kingdom fi rst?

We would love to be able to cover the whole 
time with at least one person taking their 
prayer stand for an hour before passing 
on to someone else. This can be covered 
wherever you are (home/work/school etc.), 
and will be complemented by lots of prayer 
times in the Upper Room.

It will act like a prayer relay: one person signs 
up for 6 to 7am and then passes the prayer 
baton on to the next person praying 7 to 8am 
etc..  

Sign up sheets and more details will be 
available soon.

Cathie Jones of Iris Ministries will be 
coming to speak at HCC on Sunday 04 
January—it’ll be something special to kick 
off  the New Year!

I met Cathie in the summer at a 
Father Heart day and immediately felt 
connected with her. As we chatted over 
coff ee, I realised that I’d heard her speak 
several years ago at the Filling Station in 
Stanford in the Vale. A phase she used 
then, which has stuck with me was, ‘What 
does love like?’ Because love isn’t just a 
word, it has to look like something.

Cathie has been involved with education 
of some sort all her life—from her 

COME AND BE INSPIRED
by Jo Pearse

MORE PRAYER APPOINTMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES TO COME

NEW YEAR,
OLD RESOLUTION

WEEK OF PRAYER
13 TO 17 JANUARY, 6AM TO 10PM 

‘Is prayer your steering 
wheel or your spare tire?’

— Corrie ten Boom —

own school days, to teaching at The 
King’s School in Witney, then in Cumnor 
Primary School near Oxford, but her 
latest project has been the development 
of the new Iris University in Pemba, 
Mozambique, where she is Director of 
Overseas Relations.

The University provides unparalleled 
learning opportunities, encouraging 
the students to fulfi l their dreams and 
callings at the highest level. 

Come on the 4th and be inspired!

Going into the new year, we’ll be making 
appointments available at the end of each 
month. The fi rst ones will be on Wednesday 
29 January and Saturday 01 February. More  
details will be available nearer the time.

Looking further ahead in our prayer 
ministry development, we’re planning to be 
able to off er guided Sozo type prayer in the 
not too distant future—watch this space!

by Ken Ford



Are you someone who likes to pass 
the time, by doing a craft? I’m told the 
ideas are endless! 

Did you know we run a craft group at 
the Bridge on Tuesdays, 11am-12pm? 

It’s an easy way to connect with people 
from our community, who might 
otherwise be isolated and lonely, whilst 
providing a safe, friendly environment 
at the Bridge, where Holy Spirit dwells 
and longs to touch their hearts and 
minds with his peace and love. 

I am looking for some creative people 
who could help lead a craft every now 
and again. I have the heart to reach 
out to the people, but not the crafty 
creative ideas and know how!

Could you help me? If so, I would love 
to talk to you.

ARE YOU CRAFTY?
by Laura Fisher

CLOTHESLINE
What is  i t  and how
could you help?  

First breathing life in January 2019 as an 
off shoot of the Bath Mercy In Action charity 
shop, Clothesline helped its fi rst families in 
need: Middle Eastern refugees with nothing, 
looking for help to clothe their children. 
Giving away free surplus secondhand 
donations from their Bath warehouse, they 

were able to entirely bless and meet the 
needs of the families. 

Cast your mind back to the Sunday morning 
in September, when Allison Todd, co-
founder of the Mercy In Action chain of 
charity shops, came to share her story with 
us. We met with her in Highworth shortly 
after, responding to a prompt we had felt 
to off er clothing to those in need coming to 
use the Food Collective at our Bridge Centre. 

So began the dream of ClothesLine Highworth 
—off ering free clothing for any family with 
children aged 0-14 years, referred to us by 
local health professionals, headteachers 
and support workers, and needing help 
to adequately clothe their youngsters. 
ClothesLine vouchers will be issued at 
The Bridge Centre, on Thursdays between 
9am and 1pm, initially. These can then be 
exchanged in the Mercy in Action charity 

shop for fi ve items of children’s clothing 
(aged two years+) or ten items of clothing 
for under two years of age. All items will 
have been donated (though many are 
new) and could include school uniform, 
coats, nightwear, wellingtons, shoes and 
sportswear. 

So, how can you help? 

Please pray!

• For the project as it begins quietly this  
 year. We’re starting small but we   
 believe God has plans for it to grow and  
 we will launch it into the community in  
 the New Year. 
• For the staff  at the charity shop. They  
 would love more volunteers to help  
 serve in the shop. 
• For the families who will be blessed  
 through ClothesLine. 

Please support the Mercy in Action shop by 
giving them your unwanted good quality 
donations of clothing and shoes. Some of 
the children’s items will then be given away 
to users of the Clothesline. 

Do you have any free time to help sort and 
hang children’s clothing in the charity shop 
store room (the former Highworth Post 
Offi  ce sorting offi  ce, a separate building out 
the back of the shop)? If so, I would love to 
hear from you!

CLOTHESLINE
the

project 

by Laura Fisher


