
SUNDAY WORSHIP
04 November
Speaker: Dave Blandford
Worship Leaders: Jim Thring/Janet Hodgson
Set-up: Adrian Hares (GREEN)

11 November
Speaker: Rodney Kingstone
Worship Leaders: Will Pearse/Dawn Golton
Set-up: Adrian Hares (GREEN)

18 November
Speaker: CAP Sunday (AAW)
Worship Leaders: Jon Grant-Willson/Adrian Hill
Set-up: Matt Ford (YELLOW)

25 November,  4pm
Speaker: Lou Fellingham
Worship Leaders: Lou Fellingham
Set-up: Matt Ford (YELLOW)

PLEASE NOTE: THERE WILL BE NO MEETING IN 
THE MORNING.

WELCOME
God is good, and we have lots to celebrate. If this is your fi rst time here at Highworth 
Community Church, then you’re especially welcome. We hope that you enjoy your time with us.

We start together with a time of worship, which is very relaxed and open for all to participate 
in. After the worship time, the children and young people will leave for their own groups (follow 
the crowd or look for the signs), whilst there’s a time of teaching from the Bible, usually by one 
of the church leaders. On those weeks marked All Age Worship (AAW) we all stay in the service 
together. 

We are really glad you’re here and would like the opportunity to get to know you. We always 
have tea and coff ee available before and after the meeting so please stay and chat.
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THE UPPER 
ROOM
by Matt Ford

At the beginning of December 2018, your 
life will change. We will be launching a 
venture together as a church family, as 
those called out from the world to make 
Jesus and His Kingdom known. Its success is 
dependent upon every one of us, younger 
and older, being willing to change our 
lifestyles and prioritise His presence. We will 
begin a season of prayer like nothing I have 

ever known, that has the potential to bring a 
mighty work of God upon us as individuals, 
upon what we do and where we go, and 
upon our town and even our nation.

How can I say that?  Why won’t it become 
just another thing that a few people 
faithfully serve in?  Because history says so.

At the beginning of December 2018 we 
will launch our Upper Room.

Last year, as a family we had the privilege of 
kneeling in a small wooden church building 
in South East Germany. We prayed in a 
place where, on the 13th August 1727, God 
poured out His Spirit upon a small and timid 

NEW MEMBERS OF HCC
It has been very encouraging to see a steady 
stream of new faces coming on Sundays. We 
would love to extend an invitation to anyone 
who would like to fi nd out more about being 
a member of HCC, to join us for tea and 
cake at The Bridge Centre on Sunday 18 
November, 4pm.

We would really value this opportunity to 
hear some of your story, get to know you a 
little better, and give you the chance to ask 
questions. Please let one of us know if you 
are interested, even if you are unable to 
make this date.

Sally, Matt and Jon



continued from front page

gathering in a way that shook the earth. 
We prayed in a place where there began a 
24/7 prayer meeting that lasted, non-stop, 
for over 100 years.  We asked God to do it 
again, in us, in a place that saw a missionary 
movement and a heart for the poor rivalled 
only by the early church.

Wherever you turn in God’s history in 
whatever age you look, when God’s people 
choose to gather sacrifi cially to seek Him, 
then, as promised many, many centuries 
ago, God himself hears their cry and will 
heal their land (2 Chron 7:14).

To seek God.

It means a time commitment. 

It means a heart commitment. 

It means to make room. 

Recently I spoke on Jesus’ invitation to 
‘take his yoke upon you’ (Matthew 11), a 
yoke or lifestyle in His will that literally fi ts 
really well. He knows you. He knows your 
responsibilities and heart. This is not a call 
to work harder, do more or ‘pull your socks 
up’; this is a call to put Jesus at the centre 
like never before, a call to be ‘responsible’, 
to ask Jesus what your commitment to the 
above needs to look like and then respond 
to what He says.

First and foremost, let us remember that 
our Upper Room is an invitation to be with 
the Master, the Creator and the Lover of our 
Souls’.  

I hope you are getting ready.

The adventure awaits!

WALK FOR 
FREEDOM
by Claire Titcombe

‘When a lot of people do a little, it adds 
up and makes a diff erence.’
Christine Caine, A21 founder

On the 20th of October, Lucy and I attended 
A21’s global Walk for Freedom in Oxford. Our 
walk was one of 450 taking part in over 50 
countries around the world! Many of you will 
remember that Mikey from A21 visited Church 
back in July, to talk about the charity‘s work. 
For those who don’t know, A21 is a global 

anti human traffi  cking charity, which was 
set up by Christine Caine and her husband 
Nick, ten years ago. It was while Christine was 
travelling through Thessaloniki Airport, she 
noticed posters of missing young people. On 
enquiring, she discovered these were pictures 
of people who had been traffi  cked. Unaware 
of human traffi  cking, Christine began fi nding 
out more. She was shocked and appalled by 
what she discovered. Do you know there 
are more slaves now than there have 
ever been in history - over 27 million, 
and human traffi  cking generates $150 
billion a year and is the fastest growing 
criminal industry! Her outrage led her to cry 
out to God, ‘You need to do something about 
this,’ to which God replied, ‘Why don’t you do 
something?’ That was the beginning of A21!

A21 now operates in 12 countries across 
the globe. Their mission is to abolish slavery 
everywhere, forever; to reach, rescue and 
restore. It’s amazing what God has done with 
one person’s willingness to say yes and to want 
to make a diff erence! God has been drawing 
my attention to A21 for the last couple of 
years, beginning by hearing that Moldova was 
the sex traffi  cking capital of Europe. I then 
began to learn more about human traffi  cking 
and A21 kept capturing my attention. I’d hear 
about it on the radio, read about it in books 
and on the internet. It seemed to leap off  
the page for me and God was clearly saying 
something. Watching some of A21’s videos that 
tell survivors stories, was heartbreaking and 
would bring me to tears. The awful accounts 
of people from poorer countries responding 
to what they believe are legitimate job off ers 
in more affl  uent countries, only to discover on 
arrival that they’ve been traffi  cked into forced 
labour, or the sex industry. When you hear 
the story of the individual, suddenly those 
numbers become real and to set just one 
person free is worth it all.

The Walk for Freedom was all about raising 
awareness of human traffi  cking, of letting 
people know that this is happening in our 
towns and cities too! It wasn’t a diffi  cult thing 
to be part of: all we had to do was wear 
black and walk in single fi le in silence, staring 
straight ahead and occasionally standing 
still! It’s amazing how powerful silence is 
and people were intrigued, which provided 
the perfect opportunity for others to have 
conversations and hand out leafl ets providing 
information on human traffi  cking. It was also 

ALL IN FOR THE 
YEAR OUT
by Lucy Titcombe and Hannah Thring

What have you been involved with church-
wise since you started you year out?

L: I’ve been doing lots of things since I’ve 
started this gap year. I’ve spent a week in 
Hitchin, which was an amazing experience, 
and thoroughly enjoyed! I’ve also been on 
a couple of CAP visits. I’ve been helping 
at children’s group, me and Hannah even 
led Explorers a couple of Sundays ago! I’ve 
spent the last week or so preparing and 
decorating the Upper Room of The Bridge 

an opportunity to raise funds for the charity. 
Thank you so much for helping Lucy and me to 
raise over £430! 

Next year, on 19th of October, I hope to 
organise a walk in Swindon and I’m really 
hoping that many of you will join me to say 
that we are now aware of the huge problem 
of human traffi  cking and that we are not 
prepared to accept the status quo—we want 
to make a diff erence and be part of abolishing 
slavery in the 21st century! If you would like 
to know more about the work of A21, or get 
involved, please do come and talk to me.

Just imagine what God can do with our YES.

More information can also be found at      
www.a21.org



WEEKLY EVENTS
Every Tuesday
Craft Group 
11am-12noon, The Bridge

Tuesday Group for school years 7-9 
(term time)
6:30-8pm, St Michael’s Church

Tuesday Group for school years 10+ 
(term time)
8-9:30pm, The Bridge Centre

Every Wednesday
Bible Study
9:30-10:30am, The Bridge

Nursery Rhymes with Jon (term time)
11-11:30am, The Bridge

Every Thursday
Little Treasures Toddler Group
(term time)
9:45-11:15am, Community Centre

Every Fr iday
Friday Blessings
9:15am, Highworth Methodist Church

Centre. This has included: sanding, painting, 
glossing and many more life skills I’ve learnt. 
Tthanks to the wonderful team—mainly to 
Mike, who introduced me to a drill after I 
spent ten minutes trying to screw a screw 
through plastic and into the wall with a 
screwdriver! 

H: I’ve been doing lots of stuff  with The 
Bridge Centre renovations, including sorting 
the Upper Room in preparation for the 
new prayer space, as well as work with the 
community, such as helping with the CAP 
Life Skills course and Little Treasures. I 
visited Zeo Church in Hitchin and did lots of 
youth work, as well as creating resources to 
show all that the church can do to help the 
community, and I met some really inspiring 
people at the same time! I’ve also been 
meeting up with diff erent people within our 
church to hear their stories and learn from 
their experiences, and reading the bible with 
the aim of fi nishing it in its entirety during 
our time volunteering with HCC! I’m starting 
a theology study course, and learning how 
to journal and connect to God in new and 
diff erent ways. 

What have you most enjoyed?

L:  I’ve really enjoyed the variety of things 
that I have been doing. I enjoy working with 
people in the community, whether that’s 
with CAP or Little Treasures. I love attending 
Little Treasures and love to be on hand to 
watch and play with the children to give 
mothers time for a catch up and cup of tea!

I also really enjoyed decorating the Upper 
Room. It’s such a rewarding experience 
knowing my work will be enjoyed by many! 
I like to think I’m now a professional painter 
and decorator!! I also think I can dabble in 
interior design ;) 

H: I’ve loved working with CAP, and meeting 
a wide variety of people who have so much 
to teach me! We visited Gloucester House 
and I was really inspired by the work that 
takes place there, and would like to explore 
other ways I can become engaged with it. 

What’s God saying to you?

L: God’s really been working in me 
throughout these last couple of months. 
Currently he has been teaching me what 
it’s like to love unconditionally without any 
apprehensions. Loving people as Jesus 

would no matter of their circumstances or 
situations they are in. Brian Heasley’s book 
Gate Crashing, touches on this subject. 
How everyone is deserving of the same 
love, the love of Jesus. Brian talked about it 
often being easy to love people who have 
everything together in their life. However, 
for many this is not the case, and I want to 
be able to greet everyone I meet with love, 
patience and understanding. 

God’s also been speaking to me about 
university. He keeps gently pushing the 
thought into my mind. Whilst away in 
Hitchin, I was falling asleep every night 
thinking about uni and waking up thinking 
about it! I’ve spent some time looking into 
university courses and diff erent careers 
options. 

H: God’s teaching me a lot about myself 
and the way I work, and providing me with 
endless opportunities to show his love to 
the people around me. He’s also teaching 
me to be totally reliant on him—and I’ve 
been so, so blessed in the last couple of 
months so I know it’s working! 

How can we pray for you?

L: Given my answer to the previous 
question, I would really appreciate some 
prayer, that I would make the correct 
decision that is in line with God’s plan for 
me, and that he would make it really clear to 
me what his plan is. 

H: Not really sure if I need prayer for 
anything - I’m loving it!

countryside around them, and on all their 
visitors. They weren’t trying, as Brian 
Heasley put it the other day, to sell anything, 
they were just asking God to show His 
face and bless people. With their rythm of 
prayer, breathing in God, and breathing out 
blessings (again, as Brian Heasley put it so 
well) they changed their environment. Even 
the dried up spring behind them began to 
fl ow.

What follows is an amazing series of stories 
about people unexpectedly encountering 
Jesus, some for the fi rst time.

Soon, what went on in this ‘thin place’ where 
God was found, off  the beaten track, away 
from media hype, attracted people from all 
over the world, in a 
quiet sort of way.

I could go on....I hope 
this has whetted 
you appetite for the 
book. Copies will be 
available in church 
from Sunday 18 
November.

HCC READS
by Jo and Will Pearse

You might remember that we had a pile of 
copies of God On Mute at church last month 
for people to buy. They went so quickly we 
had to order extra copies. So here’s advance 
notice of the next Read which links in with 
the imminent opening of the prayer space. 

Prayer can sound a bit dull, lonely or, dare 
I say it, boring. But The Grace Outpouring 
is an easy read about what happened in 
a not so easy to pronounce place called 
Ffl ad-y-brennin in West Wales, when a 
group of people just began to speak/pray 
blessings on those around them, on the 



OPERATION 
CHRISTMAS CHILD
Operation Christmas Child (also known as 
the Shoe Box Appeal) will soon be upon 
us. The national campaign runs from 01-18 
November. 

For those who may unfamiliar with 
Operation Christmas Child, shoe boxes are 
fi lled with a variety of gifts which are sent 
to needy children around the world. Last 
year, 680,000 shoeboxes were sent from the 
UK to 13 countries and globally 11million 
shoeboxes were sent to 113 countries. From 
Highworth, we collected 1503 shoe boxes, 
all of which were sent to Moldova. 

Shoe boxes are fi lled for either a boy or girl 
and for age groups: 2-4 years old, 5-9 years 
old or 10-14 years old. We suggest that each 
gift-fi lled box contains a ‘wow’ item that the 
child will immediately love as soon as they 
open the box. Ideas include: stuff ed toys; 
defl ated football and pump; toy truck; doll 
(baby, Barbie etc.), and musical instruments, 
depending on the age group. 

A personal note or photo of you or your 
family can also be included. Shoe box 
leafl ets which give full details of the gifts 
that can be included, are available in the 
from Pauline Baker or Brenda Hill. 

Your local drop off  points in Highworth 
are: The Methodist Church, the Bridge the 
Library and Haine and Smith (the opticians). 

If you would like more information or would 
like to be a volunteer, then please contact 
speak to either Pauline or Brenda. 

You can also fi nd out more about Operation 
Christmas Child on  their website:          
www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/
operation-christmas-child/

Highworth Community Church
Registered Offi  ce: The Bridge Centre,

8 Sheep Street, Highworth SN6 7AA

T: 01793 765060

W: highworthcommunitychurch.org

E: admin@highworthchurch.co.uk

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP CHOIR
You’re all invited to be part of a choir especially put together for a performance in the 
town on 23 December. All rehearsals will be held at The Bridge Centre, 7:30-9pm, on the 
following dates:

8 NOVEMBER
22 NOVEMBER
06 DECEMBER
20 DECEMBER

The choir is a place to sing, worship God,  have fun, make friends, improve your voice and you 
get to perform! All singers welcome!

Contact Kathryn on 07944 646396 for more information.


