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In Philippians 3, 
Paul highlights 
certain things 
from his past 
that were 
essential at the 
time but became 

hindrances to the main purpose 
of his life…to know God and God’s 
purposes for his life.

As we look at the past six months, 
what has shown to be essential, 
benefi cial. or just helpful?

Asking these questions might help:

• What has been helpful and 
kept me going as a Christian? 
What has helped me process 
any depression, fear, anxiety 
and sense of loss ?

• Have I been able to fi nd a 
sense of security and peace? If 
so how?

• Has my relationship with God 
increased or diminished?

• Are there things that I thought 
were essential I now  realise are 
not so essential?

• What have I really missed?

• Have I been able to express 
mission during this time?

• Do I  still want to press on to 
lay hold of that for which he 
has laid hold of me (Philippians 
3:12)?

As I liaise with some churches, I 
observe that churches which place 
relationship as a core value have 
been able to maintain and develop 
that sense of family. I see that many 
have realised that their relationship 
with God is not dependent on 
church, but it is greatly enhanced 
and enriched by it.

Many have felt the loss of corporate 
sung worship and its power. At the 
same time, they have realised that 
an eff ective meeting does not have 
to be the same as they always were. 
Some traditions, however free and 
charismatic, can be replaced by 
diff erent expressions of meeting.

Several churches have learned 
that mission can be expressed 
diff erently and eff ectively using 
technology, social media, Zoom, 
WhatsApp etc.

So what next?

My plea is that we never lose the 
place of worship, community and 
mission, but let’s be prepared to 
express them in a variety of ways.

God promises, in Hebrews 12, to 
shake everything that can be shaken 
so that something unshakable 
can remain. We are still emerging 
through this time when everything 
seems to have been shaken. We 
remain with an unshakable King and 
an eternal Kingdom.

Let’s hold on to that as an essential, 
and may this be increasingly 
apparent in HCC and Highworth as 
we enter the next phase.

WHAT NEXT?
by Dave Day



Deb Wathen

During this unprecedented time 
of uncertainty, I’ve been on an 
emotional rollercoaster. I have both 
loved the more laidback and relaxed 
approach, and missed the cwtches 
(hugs) and socialising. I have 
learned to embrace and appreciate 
the special time spent with family, 
relaxing in my garden and resting. 
In the beginning this was a novel 
and enjoyable time, although 
working in school to support key 
worker children and SEN has been 
the norm from the start. 

As the restrictions were laid 
down, I felt challenged in many 
ways. Obviously, I wanted to keep 
everyone safe and stop the spread 
of the virus, but my need to see 
family and friends continued to 
swell. Many talked about this being 
the ‘new norm’, but I didn’t feel 
this was what God was saying. I 
did, however, feel that this was the 
time we, as a family, church and 
community had been praying into 
and preparing for. Praying against 
what the world tries to confi ne us 
into thinking. My God is such a huge 
God that nothing is impossible for 
Him to speak into. 

As more restrictions to stop the 
spread of the virus were released, 
emotions were heightened. The 
world wanted to return to ‘normal’, 
but I just kept feeling that we were 
beginning to form two very diff erent 
sides: those who wanted to return 
to the way things were, and those  
who wanted more and something 
better for us. 

The George Floyd incident was 
horrifi c, one that shook the world 
as everyone was continually sat in 
front of a screen awaiting news of 
the virus updates. It was a great 
opportunity to have open and frank 
discussions at school to see what 
our children thought about racism 
and how, as a community, we could 
help combat it and start making the 
change we wanted to see. Due to 
the smaller classes, we were able 
to take time to discuss and answer 
questions that were concerning 
the children. Do we really want 
to return to a world that thinks 
that this type of behaviour toward 
others is acceptable, or do we know 
there is something better that is 
awaiting us?

I found myself to be continually 
searching for new worship music 

and podcasts, and I sat listening to 
what God wanted to say to me—if 
this was my ‘new norm’ then it was 
good and I was happy, although 
I still longed for hugs, social 
interaction with others face-to-face, 
and Church. But all too quickly that 
was snatched away as I plummeted 
back into full time work as the 
numbers of children increased 
and depended on us supplying the 
support needed. I felt consumed 
and resentful towards my job as 
I just wanted to stay working at 
home, with my family, worshipping 
and resting in God’s presence, but 
I also knew that God had placed 
me there for a reason, so I started 
to look at it through His lens. I 
would love to say that my battlecry 
outweighed my emotions, but every 
day was a challenge. 

It was during this time of constant 
change and questioning that I  
thought about the Church. When 
would we get to meet again? How 
could we do it? Why can’t we start 
to do it in small groups already? 
How can we be inclusive and make 
everyone feel welcomed and part of 
our church family? What if people 
were looking for God, how could 
we help if we weren’t present 
physically? It all became too much 
and I found myself each Sunday 
(while we watched Church from 
our TV) weeping while worshipping 
and longing for something more. 
I have been actively seeking God’s 
decision on this. I don’t want this 
to be the norm either! Watching 
Church from home (although it has 
been brilliant and escalated us into 
the twenty-fi rst century rapidly), 
wearing masks and not being able 
to see smiles and laughter, not 
being able to cwtch anyone (this is 
a biggie for me as you will all know). 
Is this really what God intended to 
be our biggest fi ght? I know it’s not. 
It’s been tricky, diffi  cult, frustrating 
and annoying, but the God I know 
and have a relationship with has 
prepared me, my family, my friends 
and my Church for bigger, more 
important battles than this. I feel 
this is just softening our hearts and 

YOU ARE THE CHURCH
by Deb Wathen



You are the Church (cont inued)

opening our eyes to what He sees 
daily, but we are oblivious to as we 
are often just too busy.

So, this is not to discourage you 
but to encourage you. We all feel 
challenged and fi nd some days 
trickier than others, but it is God’s 
presence within and around us 
that gets us through. It might be 
via a text from a friend, a cwtch 
from a loved one, or a gift though 
the post—they are all timely and 
spirited acts of love and kindness. 

So, with that in mind, on one of the 
hottest days of the year, I decided 
to pick up a fantastic book by 
Bob Goff  , Everybody Always, that I 
started reading at the beginning of 
lockdown. It was on that day that 
God spoke through this book to tell 
me what I think He expects us to do 
as Church and for those who have 
been hurt by Church or Christians 
going forward. Here’s what it says in 
the book:

‘I spoke to a guy once who said the 
church had hurt his feelings, so 
he was leaving it. I told him, you 
can’t leave the church, you are 
the church. That guy is part of 
our church. Your church is part of 
our church too. Even if you don’t 
think you go to a church, you’re  
part of our church. At our church 
there is nothing to join, just Jesus. 
This is probably why Jesus told His 
friends, where two or more people 
who follow Him go, He’s there. 

There’s a pastor friend of mine 
who doesn’t have his own church. 
Instead, for years he brought 
together people in his community 
from lots of diff erent churches. 
He just wanted them to be one 
the way Jesus told His Father He 
wanted us to be one. God calls the 
church His bride. It’s a beautiful 
metaphor, full of love and 
anticipation and commitment. 

Have you ever gone to a wedding 
where the bride walked in and a 
guy held up a card with “7” on it 

like in the Olympics whispering to 
the person next to him, ‘I’ve seen 
better!’ Of course not! The bride 
steals the show, everytime! Do you 
know what makes the bride look 
terrifi c? It’s not the fancy dress, 
the building, the fl owers or the 
music. Those things are great, but 
what makes the bride look terrifi c 
is everyone in the room knows the 
groom chose her to be his and 
she’s chosen him to be hers. The 
two of them can’t wait to spend 
forever together. I think this is the 
reason God calls us His bride.

This picture of the church helps 
me understand some of the most 
diffi  cult questions I’ve had about 
how God sees all of us. It’s pretty 
easy to understand really, God 
loves us and He wants us to spend 
forever together. We’re His bride. 
He doesn’t see all our fl aws; He 
just sees us. God doesn’t hold up a 
scorecard as we walk by either. He 
sees Jesus. It’s that simple. The way 
our church will return to the loving 
and accepting place the Bible talks 
about is by keeping our eyes on 
the Groom instead of one another. 
We can put all the scorecards 
away. Perhaps if we spent a little 
more time looking at the Groom, 
we’d start seeing ourselves the 
way He does. To God, we look just 
terrifi c.

Does our church have problems? 
You bet. But He continues to pick 
us up to spread His love to the 
world. I’m not 
sure why. To be 
honest, I wouldn’t 
have. But He said 
He picked us, and 
that’s all I need to 
know to be part 
of the celebration. 
We’re the bride 
of Christ, not 
because of what 
we look like but 
because of who 
we are trying to 
act like. That’s 

our Church. This is what I want 
church to be like going forward 
in this new season. We must 
continue to gather together, but 
how, where or how many gather 
might change to encapsulate Gods 
big plan for His Church.’

So Father God—

Let us accept that things change, 
but you remain unchanging. You 
chose us to be your bride and I 
accept that, and will continue to 
keep my focus on you, the Groom, 
so we get to be where you need and 
want us to be.

The Church is where you are and 
where we gather together. Open 
our minds and hearts to see what 
you want us to see and be church 
wherever we are.

Lord, I ask you to bless our church 
leaders with a boldness that 
surpasses understanding to create 
an environment for accepting 
church to be just the way you 
intended it to be.

I pray for my church family all over 
the world and may we unite and 
stand strong under the armour and 
word you spoke into us from the 
beginning. 

Amen



THE DEEPER MAGIC 
by Deb Wathen

This book has had 
me on my knees. 
One minute I am 
laughing, the next 
I am crying. It has 
truly and honestly 

challenged me in 
my personal walk with God but also 
the impact my faith, journey and 
relationship with God has on my 
family and friends.

Matt is vulnerable but honest from 
start to fi nish. I learnt new things 
about him and his passionate 
family that has challenged me 
going forward. A glimmer of 
heaven opened further for me to 
experience Jesus on a diff erent 
level, and I am sure it will for you 
too. Holy Spirit knows so much 
more than we do, so let Him work 
through you as you read this 
incredible testimony. I cannot urge 
you enough to get a copy and read 
it. I read it in 9 days, stopping to re-
evaluate as I went along. It’s a book 
that will change your life, whether 
you know Jesus yet or not.

The Deeper Magic by Matt Ford is available 
on Amazon, Kindle, and Audible. You can 
also buy it directly from the Ford family.

One piece of Scripture that has been 
keeping me going during lockdown 
is that of Hebrews 6:19 describing an 
anchor of hope, ‘We have this hope 
as an anchor for the soul, fi rm and 
secure.’ A boat that is anchored may 
be battered by storms at sea, but will 
not be moved. Putting our anchor in 
Jesus gives us hope. 

It is not only the anchor that is 
important, it is also the chain or rope 
to which the anchor is attached. I was 
very challenged by this while reading 
the book, Through the eyes of a Lion 
by Levi Lusko. Lusko talks of the great 
importance of the connection of the 
rope or chain to the anchor—without 
this connection, the anchor is not 
eff ective. I believe it’s the diff erent 
threads of rope or chain pieces which 
anchor us to God.  Jesus, the Holy 
Spirit, God’s Word and the church, are 
all diff erent threads that, when bound 
together, strengthen our faith.

A verse to remember: ‘We have this 
hope as an anchor for the soul, fi rm 
and secure.’ 
- Hebrews 6:19

THE ANCHOR OF HOPE
by Jemma Storey

A point to ponder: What can 
you work on in your life to 
strengthen your relationship 
with God? 



I don’t know what your immediate 
thoughts are concerning the Ten 
Commandments? Does it feel old 
hat or like oppressive law? Does it 
seem overly religious or carry the 
threat of punishment?

I never got really excited about 
them or found them particularly 
encouraging until I realised 
something: Right before God 
delivers these commandments in 
Exodus 20 He declares ‘I am the God 
who set you free.’

These are not laws you ‘must’ do 
otherwise God will be angry with 
you. No, this is a kind God who has 
already saved you, telling you ‘I want 
you to stay in my salvation, to live in 
freedom, so do these things.’

The Ten Commandments enable us 
to stay free!

Starting on Monday 07 September, 
and over the following two weeks, 
there will be a fi ve-minute videocast 
on one of the Commandments each 
day.

Why not take ten minutes, fi ve times 
a week over the fortnight to pray 
and be encouraged and inspired to 
live free?

We are planning to give all of us 
who call HCC home the chance 
of actually meeting up for a 
time of worship. Wow. I, for one, 
have missed you all and missed 
worshipping Jesus with you all sooo 
much!

Thank you to St Michael’s Church 
who have off ered us the use of their 
building on Sunday afternoons. We 
are still working out the fi ner details, 
and numbers will be limited, so 
please extend your grace-self.

We will make sure everyone who 
wants to come can do so. Here is 
the plan so far:

• We will meet for one hour at 
4pm on Sunday 04 and Sunday 
11 October.

• If you would like to come, 
and it is safe for you to do so, 
then you need to email Lizzie 
(lizzie@highworthchurch.co.uk) 
and be available for either 
date. This is very important. 
Flexibility is key.

• You will be allocated to one 
of the  Sundays, not both—

HCC CELEBRATIONS AT ST. MICHAEL’S 
CHURCH ON 04 AND 11 OCTOBER
by Matt Ford

households will be able to come 
together.

• Depending on the take-up and 
the numbers we are allowed 
to accommodate, we may have 
another meeting on 18 October.

• All the services will be live 
streamed so everyone can 
engage even if they can’t attend 
in person.

You will all be kept super-safe, and 
everything will be cleaned before 
and after the meeting. Hand gel, 
social distancing, masks (please 
bring your own) etc. will all be in 
use. I hope you appreciate this takes 
a lot of work, and as government 
guidance could change we need to 
stay fl exible and at peace.

It’s been a really hard season,and 
within it all we do not pretend we 
have got it all right, but we are trying 
our best. I hope this time galvanises 
our unity, our faith, and empowers 
us to be overcomers.

To book your place email: 
lizzie@highworthchurch.co.uk

More details will follow soon.

VIDEOCAST 
TEACHING SERIES 
ON THE TEN 
COMMANDMENTS
by Matt Ford



Lizzie and I have been working 
alongside our friends at Highworth 
Methodist and St Michael’s 
Churches on youth groups 
throughout lockdown. Our youth 
groups have been happening 
online through Zoom on Tuesday 
nights. We need some more HCC 
helpers! It’s great to be able to 
invest in young people, and you will 
get a lot out of it!  Could you serve 
alongside?  

We are looking for one person a 
week until Christmas (excluding half 
term). HCC can sort you out with a 
DBS check and some training so you 
know what you’re doing.  A lot of 
the time you just need to be there, 
set a good example, and join in 
enthusiastically!

Please contact me if you can help, 
on 07701303760. Thanks!

I was rummaging in a drawer the 
other day. It was one of those 
drawers that you don’t often look in, 
and one that evidently had escaped 
the lockdown sort out! I found a 
very old journal of mine which I 
vaguely recognised. As a teenager I 
used to keep a journal (but called it 
a diary then), so thought I’d have a 
quick look through it to see why I’d 
kept it for so long.

On the front page I had written the 
date followed by, ‘I’m starting a new 
diary to signify a new start to life’, 
and went on to describe the Inter-
School’s Christian Fellowship (rally) 
meeting I’d been to that evening. 
Now, I had heard the gospel for 
the fi rst time a couple of months 
previously and had asked Jesus 
to come into my life there and 
then, but it must have been at the 
second rally that I began to realise 
something of what the Christian 
life might mean for me. However, 
I have absolutely no recollection 
of anything about the speaker 
or what he said, other than that 
it profoundly touched me, that I 
‘couldn’t wait for the next meeting’, 
and that ‘I walked home seeing 
beauty in everything...’

I had written downthe name of 
the speaker , so I Googled him the 
other day, just in case there was 
any record of him, and there was! 
He had died in 2009, but I found 
numerous testimonies from people 
who have been touched by his 
life, the way he lived his life with 
humility, with humour, by the way 
he brought Jesus, and the Bible, to 
life, and how he ’spoke to people’s 
souls through the Holy Spirit’  to 
set them free. Someone said, ‘He 
was the embodiment of freedom in 
Christ.’

I’ve heard people speak about the 
dash, the little mark that is written 
between date of birth and date of 
death. Heaven will, it seems, have 
many people there because of a 
Scot called Billy S. and how he lived 
during his dash. 

Who knows what the fruit of any of 
our encounters, in person, or online 
might be in the dash of our lives? 
My life?  

Now I realise why I’d kept the diary; 
it isn’t going to landfi ll yet.

SAVED FROM LANDFILL!
by Jo Pearse

INSPIRATIONAL, 
SERVANT-HEARTED 
LEADERS NEEDED!
by Jon Hares

Jo  Pearse



Thank you 
all so much 
for your 
support for 
our CAP 
challenge!

We had over 185 people joining in 
and logging their miles—all of them 
worked really hard!

We had hoped for more people 
from our wider (not just church) 
community to join in, although there 
were some, BUT even so, the fi nal 
mile total got us Round the World to 
mid-Australia!! 9500 miles.

So far we have raised around 
£6000, and I know there is more to 
come in.

If you wanted to inspire anyone else 
to donate, simply send them the 
link to our giving page: https://www.
give.net/HighworthRoundTheWorld

No donation is too small!

As we move forward, please be 
praying as we look at how best to 
relaunch our community groups, 
Lifeskills and the soon-to-come Job 
Clubs.

Bless you all!

ROUND THE WORLD 
FOR CAP!
by Kathryn Ford

Queueing (socially 
distanced of 
course) is part 
of our everyday 
experience, 
especially now with 

restricted numbers in buildings. 

We are all human beings, not 
human doings, so we should all take 
it in our stride, but we very often 
do not. Next time you fi nd yourself 
in a queue, don’t get stressed or 
impatient. Try these few steps to 
help you ‘Be and Queue’. 

1. Be Calm.

B&Q IT! 
by Jacky Storey

2. Don’t get your phone out. 

3. Thank God for something that 
has happened that day. 

4. Pray for someone on your mind, 
or about something that is diffi  cult 
for you right now. 

5. Have a friendly chat with the 
person next to you (if they are not 
on their phone). 

6. Be still and ask God to speak to 
you. 

Remember: Don’t stress it, B&Q it!

This time last year 
I don’t think any 
of us, (even the 
most anointed 
prophet!) would 
have imagined 

church would look like it does at the 
moment. It’s been challenging, at 
times frustrating but also at times 
refreshing to see how the family of 
the church can continue to live out 
the life of the Kingdom in a time of 
crisis.

REIMAGINING CHURCH
by Ken Ford

So what about this time next year? 
The phrase ‘The new normal’ 
has become part of our regular 
conversation, and we can either 
look to the future with anxiety 
and trepidation, or we can 
approach the year ahead with a 
sense of anticipation, secure in 
the knowledge that God is on His 
throne, He has not been taken by 
surprise, and Jesus is continuing 
His task of building the church (and 
that involves you and me!) Although 

prophetic words and teaching from 
the Bible will play a part in seeing 
what the future holds, reimagining 
the church is a challenge in which 
every single one of us will have a 
part to play.

Through the autumn we’ll be 
looking at ways in which we 
encourage each of us to seek 
God, sense what He’s saying and 
contribute our refl ections and 
thoughts. Watch this space!


