
SUNDAY WORSHIP
02 June
Speaker: Matt Ford
Worship Leaders: Jim Thring/Janet Hodgson
Set-up: Phil Smith (RED)

09 June
Speaker: Matt Ford
Worship Leaders: Dawn Coulson/ Will Pearce
Set-up: Phil Smith (RED)

16 June
Speaker: Andrew Price
Worship Leaders: Jon Grant-WIllson/Adrian Hill
Set-up: Adrian Hares (GREEN)

23 June
Speaker: Ken Ford
Worship Leaders: Laura Fisher
Set-up: Adrian Hares (GREEN)

30 June
Speaker: Mike Brown
Worship Leaders: Jim Thring/Janet Hodgson
Set-up: Matt Ford (YELLOW)

WELCOME
God is good, and we have lots to celebrate. If this is your fi rst time here at Highworth 
Community Church, then you’re especially welcome. We hope that you enjoy your time with us.

We start together with a time of worship, which is very relaxed and open for all to participate 
in. After the worship time, the children and young people will leave for their own groups 
(follow the crowd or look for the signs), whilst there’s a time of teaching from the Bible, 
usually by one of the church leaders. On those weeks marked All Age Worship (AAW) we all 
stay in the service together. 

We are really glad you’re here and would like the opportunity to get to know you. We always 
have tea and coff ee available before and after the meeting so please stay and chat.
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Highworth
Community Church
Registered Offi  ce:

The Bridge Centre
8 Sheep Street
Highworth SN6 7AA

T: 01793 765060

W: highworthcommunitychurch.org

E: admin@highworthchurch.co.uk

www.highworthcommunitychurch.org

continued on next page

UP, UP, UP...
AND AWAY
by Matt Ford

I didn’t grow up in or have ever been a part 
of a traditional church, therefore words like 
Michaelmas, Advent and Epiphany are no 
help to organising my calendar and remain 
slightly mysterious. On the 30 May we 
marked Ascension by praying for our nation, 
gathering on the Podium in Highworth. I 
can’t ever remember marking this day, so 

what’s the point and more importantly 
the signifi cance?

Forty days after he has been resurrected, 
breaking the chains of death and 
crossing to the other side into eternal 
life, Jesus does a gentle superman and 
with His disciples looking on, he ascends/
fl ies/soares, up into the sky. Luke sees 
incredible importance in this as he not 
only concludes his gospel with this event 
(Luke 24:51) but then retells it in his 
opening account of the early church 



The disciples knew that day, that Jesus, their 
friend and teacher, was THE KING. They 
knew that mankind was now represented in 
Heaven which made the hope of salvation 
permanent. It guarantees that the Kingdom 
of God will fully come. It seals the deal of all 
that the cross and resurrection means. No 
wonder confi dence, joy and worship was 
their lifelong response.

WEEKLY EVENTS
Every Tuesday
Craft Group 
11am-12noon, The Bridge

Tuesday Group for school years 7-9 
(term time)
6:30-8pm, St Michael’s Church

Tuesday Group for school years 10+ 
(term time)
8-9:30pm, The Bridge Centre

Every Wednesday
Bible Study
9:30-10:30am, The Bridge

Nursery Rhymes with Jon (term time)
11-11:30am, The Bridge

Every Thursday
Little Treasures Toddler Group
(term time)
9:45-11:15am, Community Centre

Every Fr iday
Friday Blessings
9:15am, Highworth Methodist Church

Knit and Natter Group
10:30am, The Bridge Centre

WHAT’S ON IN 
JUNE
09 June
The Spring
6:30pm, The Bridge Centre

week beginning 10 June

Small Groups meet this week

10 June
CAP Information Evening
7:30pm, The Bridge Centre

23 June
The Spring
6:30pm, The Bridge Centre

week beginning 24 June
Small Groups meet this week

26 June
Dreams Forum with Dave Day
8pm, The Bridge Centre

29 June
Manna Day Conference
9:30am, Highworth Community Centre

UPPER ROOM
Key Prayer  Events
Open to Al l
Please keep checking the Upper Room 
diary for Open Prayer times and 
additions.

Each week we have:

Reading and Refl ection
Monday, 4pm

River (worship)
Wednesday, 6pm *

Waiting on God
Thursday, 4pm

This  month there are 
a lso these prayer  t imes 
as wel l  as  others:

01 to 09 June
Thy Kingdom Come Sessions
Various times, check calendar

03 June
Praying for the persecuted church
5pm

11 and 25 June
Praying for our schools
1:20pm

* not taking place the last two weeks of  June 

(Acts 1:9). And the eff ect is startling. Seeing 
this the nervous, broken, doubting disciples 
change and become a worshipping, joy fi lled 
community who are utterly convinced of 
God’s promises and spend the rest of their 
lives pursuing this.

True, men fl ying is cool, but what made 
this transformational? Rather than just 
disappear, Jesus ascends. To the Hebrew 
mind (and largely ours) up meant Heaven, 
up was where God dwelt, up meant eternal 
rule and reign.

THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST PUTS 

JESUS ON THE THRONE OF THE 

UNIVERSE AND THERE IS ZERO 

SATAN OR ANYONE ELSE CAN

NOW DO ABOUT IT!

NEW START
Keith (Methodist minister) is moving on to pastures new in July. We have been invited to 
attend his farewell service on 07 July at Shrivenham Park. This starts with a picnic at 
4.30pm (bring your own picnic), followed by an open air service at 6pm.

continued from page one

So — have you let Jesus ascend? Or is your 
Jesus still earthbound, caught up in the 
struggles, battling to overcome a voice 
and trying not to be drowned out by the 
numerous other cries?

HERE’S TWO OPPORTUNITIES TO EXPLORE

	
	

	

	
	 	

	

WOULD YOU LIKE TO
GET INVOLVED WITH
CAP BUT ARE UNSURE
HOW TO GO ABOUT IT? 

- Interested in getting involved in any way  
 at all? We’d love to see you on Monday   
 10 June, 7:30pm, at The Bridge Centre,  
 for a coffee and  a chat!

- Interested in offering voluntary   
 administration support for our CAP   
 Centre (about two hours a week)?   
 Contact Kathryn Ford by 06 June.



WHAT IS MANNA?
by Lizzie Hares

Manna is a weekend retreat. Our heart for 
the weekend is a time of refreshment and 
retreat, as God equips and restores our 
souls and we rest in him.

There will be a day conference at Highworth 
Community Centre on the Saturday, spilling 
over into our normal Sunday service at 
Warneford and topped off  with a picnic! 

You can come along to as much or as little 
of the weekend as you would like to.

We’ll need to know numbers in advance 
for the Saturday for catering so if you 
intend to come on the Saturday, please 
get a booking form, fi ll it in and send it to 
lizzie@highworthchurch.co.uk. 

Come and be refreshed physically and 
spiritually! 

What  wi l l  i t  look l ike?
Saturday, 29 June: Highworth 
Community Centre, 9:30am to 4pm

Come for a relaxed start with coff ee, tea 
and pastries. Throughout the day there will 
be three Manna sessions, with worship, the 
word from Philippians and ministry. During 
these sessions, children’s work (under 11s) 
will be available. In the breaks, there’ll be 

Mike has been involved in active Christian 
ministry since he was a teenager in his local 
church, just on the edge of South London. 
Following the Lord’s call on his life, and 
inspired by his parents’ missionary work in 
Eastern Europe, he then went to work with 
Youth With A Mission (YWAM). Between 

tea, coff ee and cake, you can 
browse the books and enjoy 
one another’s company.  We’ll 
have a leisurely lunch, all 
provided.  The day will fi nish 
with an extended Manna 
session including time to pray 
for each other and respond. 

Sunday 30 June: Church, 
followed by a picnic

Our fi nal Manna session will be our Sunday 
morning service at Warneford. Afterwards 
we will all venture out for a bring your own 
picnic! (We’ll let you know the venue soon.)

Why Manna?  
When God rescued the Israelites from the 
Egyptians in Exodus, they had been working 
hard! They worked for their slave masters, 
the worked hard running away. And now 
they were in the desert, a dry and barren 
land. Surrounded by sand. Living in tents. 
With little or no food. Exhausted. At the end 
of themselves. 

That’s when God stepped in. He made 
manna fall from heaven! It was crazy, the 
Israelites had never seen anything like it 
before, hence the name Manna: it means 
‘what is it?’

Sweet like honey, refreshing and strength 
giving. They couldn’t work hard to gather 

it up and store it up for another day, the 
Israelites had to rely solely on God to give 
them fresh manna every day. 

We work hard in all our spheres of life. 
There is always so much more to do! I don’t 
know about you, but I often feel at the end 
of myself. I need time to stop. Physically, 
emotionally and spiritually. To rest and 
be nourished.  This is manna because 
ultimately we want that refreshment to 
come from God. 

Sometimes we feel guilty going on retreat, 
but we are following the healthy pattern 
that Jesus set out for us. The gospels show 
us that after times of ministering, healing 
and teaching Jesus and his disciples would 
retreat to pray, to rest and be refreshed. 
Ready to carry on. 

So after a really exciting few weeks of 
ministry here at HCC, come and join us as 
we retreat and be refreshed. 

2001-2007, Mike was based fi rst in Derby 
and then in Patagonia, Argentina, where he 
was the leader of the Discipleship Training 
School.

In the meantime, in Bogota, Colombia, 
Martha had become a Christian in her late 
teens. She began working with one of the 

city’s biggest churches in the areas 
of evangelism, discipleship and 
intercession. In 2005, Martha went 
to work with YWAM Colombia 
with indigenous Amazonian 
communities.

Mike and Martha met at a pastors’ 
conference and evangelistic 
campaign in the town of Iquitos 
in the Peruvian jungle! And, to 
cut a long story very short, were 
married in November 2006.

In 2007, they moved back to Bogota, to 
further their theological studies at the 
Colombian Bible Training Centre. After 
graduating, they were taken on to staff . 
They began teaching on numerous themes, 
both in the city and travelling out to other 
towns throughout the nation.

Having had two sons, Joshua and Daniel, 
they moved back to the UK in 2013. They 
ministered for a while as itinerant preachers 
and started up a Bible study group among 
Latin Americans in Croydon.

For the last few years they have been 
working with Whyteleafe Free Church. It’s a 
small independent congregation, again on 
the southern tip of London. It’s currently 
moving forward into an new exciting season 
of God’s purposes in the local community.

WHO ARE MIKE AND MARTHA BROWN?



There are two mountains in our lives. The 
fi rst is the mountain of promise. Here we 
discover what we are called to be and what 
we are called to do. The second is becoming 
and doing what God has purposed in and 
through us. I have found prophecy can help 
with both of these.

If you are unsure what Jesus has created 
you to be and do then having a small team 
graciously pray and hear God for you can 
birth something wonderful in your heart. If 
you know something of what your are called 
to be and do but aren’t there yet then the 
above can encourage you on your journey, 
give you fresh insight and the strength to 
press on.

We did this last year and it was really helpful 
to all who came. There will be sign-up 

sheets nearer the time so you can book in 
for a twenty-minute slot during the day.

All this will done with a heart to bless and 
encourage you.

PROPHETIC DAY WITH RODNEY, ANDREW 
AND TEAM
SATURDAY 17 JULY, THE BRIDGE CENTRE

DREAMS FORUM
WEDNESDAY 26 JUNE, 
THE UPPER ROOM
It is an understatement to say last month’s 
Dreams Forum was an inspiration, I just 
hadn’t realised the sheer joy and blessing it 
is to hear others dreams. If you don’t know, 
the Dream Forum is hosted by Dave Day 
and is there for you. If you have a God-
dream, an idea or even a wish, it’s a place 
where you can share, be accountable and 
move towards seeing them happen.

ONE CHURCH, 
MANY FLAVOURS
In the past couple of weeks we’ve met 
together with The Stowe church and then 
with all the other Highworth churches. 
It’s been an interesting, inspiring and 
thoroughly enjoyable time – here are a 
few reactions:

• It was so good to connect with some  
 faces from the past.

• It was really refreshing and gave us  
 a real sense of the glorious diversity  
 of church life that we can learn   
 from.

• I loved the sense of gentleness   
 that the folks from Stowe have for   
 the lonely and vulnerable .

• It was uplifting and encouraging  to  
 sense the shared vision amongst   
 diff erent expressions of church.

• It was a privilege to worship and   
 share time together with my   
 brothers and sisters in Christ.

• The sense of unity was a real   
 blessing—we felt like one family,   
 which we are!

• The hog roast was excellent!

We rarely have off erings in HCC, which 
is wonderful, but giving is still a vital 
expression of our individual faith and 
worship of Jesus. Giving is your response to 
God in freedom and guilt-free, so Gift Day 
2019 is just an opportunity.

This year we will be giving toward mission. 
The primary focus is to provide the fi nancial 
support for our youth team who are going 
to Moldova in the summer to build homes 
for the poor.

Over and above this we want to sow 
into our mission pot to support a wide 
expression of mission to include:

• IN THE WORLD
 Ghana and our links with Habib and John  
 Kpi Kpi.

• IN OUR LOCALITY
 To support and encourage  the Stowe  
 Church in Swindon.

• IN OUR COMMUNITY 
 Seed money for new ventures e.g.   
 clothing provision, job club etc..

The house build in Moldova needs £3500, 
and so our rough faith aim is £6000 which 
will enable all the above. If you want to give, 
there will be an opportunity on Sunday 09 
June at our gathering and then over the 
week that follows.

• Cash
 Please place in a envelope with your  
 name on it if you are a taxpayer.

• Cheques
 Made payable to ‘Highworth Community  
 Church.’

• Bank Transfer
 Santander Business    
 Account no. 87225508
 Sort code 09-01-51

If you have yet to become a regular giver 
into HCC, this is a great time to step out 
should you wish to.

Any questions please speak to Mike Willson 
or Lizzie Hares.

GIFT DAY 2019
SUNDAY 09 JUNE

Highworth Community Centre

Saturday 10 august
11am - 3pm

A Highworth Churches Together EVent

SAVE THE DATE


