
SUNDAY WORSHIP
02 February
Speaker: Jo Pearse
Worship Leaders: Kathryn Ford
Set-up: Adrian Hares (GREEN)

09 February
Speaker: Matt Ford
Worship Leaders: Jim Thring/Janet Hodgson
Set-up: Matt Ford (YELLOW)

16 February
Speaker: Ken Ford (AAW)
Worship Leaders: Dawn Golton/WIll Pearse
Set-up: Matt Ford (YELLOW)

23 February
Speaker: Matt Ford (AAW)
Worship Leaders: Jon Grant-Willson/Adrian Hill
Set-up: Ian Coulson

01 March 
Speaker: TBC
Worship Leaders: Kathryn Ford
Set-up: Ian Coulson

08 March
Speaker: Ann Absalom
Worship Leaders: JIm Thring/Janet Hodgson
Set-up: Phil Smith (RED)

15 March
Speaker: Phil Hulks
Worship Leaders: Dawn Golton/WillPearse
Set-up: Phil Smith (RED)

22 March 
Speaker: TBC
Worship Leaders: Jon Grant-WIllson/Adrian Hill
Set-up: Adrian Hill (GREEN)

29 March 
Speaker: TBC
Worship Leaders: Kathryn Ford
Set-up: Adrian Hill (GREEN)

WELCOME
God is good, and we have lots to celebrate. If this is your fi rst time here at Highworth 
Community Church, then you’re especially welcome. We hope that you enjoy your time with us.

We start together with a time of worship, which is very relaxed and open for all to participate 
in. After the worship time, the children and young people will leave for their own groups (follow 
the crowd or look for the signs), whilst there’s a time of teaching from the Bible, usually by one 
of the church leaders. On those weeks marked All Age Worship (AAW) we all stay in the service 
together. 

We are really glad you’re here and would like the opportunity to get to know you. We always 
have tea and coff ee available before and after the meeting so please stay and chat.

continued on next page
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A few years ago we were looking for 
a week’s holiday in May. I browsed 
some possibilities on the website of 
an adventure holiday organisation we 
had booked with before. There was a 
‘multi activity adventure week’ which 
I naively thought sounded rather fun, 
and we booked.

We arrived at the hotel to fi nd we 
were the oldest in the group by far; 

it was not an encouraging start and I 
wasn’t altogether sure it was going to 
be any fun at all.

The most memorable day was when 
we went canyoning. For those who 
haven’t tried this (yet), you’ll need 
a hard hat, a wetsuit and some 
permeable walking boots (that let 
water in – and out). It’s a great look. 

A BIT OF ENCOURAGEMENT GOES A LONG WAY
by Jo Pearse



WHAT’S ON IN 
FEBRUARY AND 
MARCH
weeks beginning 03 and 
17 February,  and 02,  16,  
and 30 March

Small Groups meet these weeks

04 February

Churches Together Prayer Meeting

8pm, The Bridge Centre

12 February

River and Senagal Night

7pm, The Bridge Centre

13 February

The Sanctuary

4 to 6pm, The Bridge Centre

26 February

Prayer Appointments (see article)

7 to 9pm, The Bridge Centre

27 to 29 February

Mission One

See article

29 February

Confi dence to Share (see article)

1 to 5pm, The Bridge Centre

29 February

Prayer Appointments (see article)

1 to 3pm, The Upper Room

12 March

The Sanctuary

4 to 6pm, The Bridge Centre

12 March

New CAP Lifeskills Course begins

1 to 2:30pm, The Bridge Centre

19 March

River with Raluca

7 to 9pm, The Bridge Centre

continued from previous page

Then, fi nd a river running through a 
long, deep gorge without a footpath. 
Descend the gorge by jumping off  
rocks and swim downstream. All day.

My fi rst challenge of many that day, 
was when we had to jump off  a rocky 
outcrop into a pool quite a long way 
below. I’ve always enjoyed swimming 
but never really liked jumping from a 
height—everything looks such a long 
way down. This was no exception. 
Trying to be brave, I ran to the edge...
and hesitated. Feeling everyone’s eyes 
on me, and feeling oh so much older 
than them all, I made sure I literally 
took the plunge the second time. The 
water was icy cold as made its way 
through the wetsuit and through my 
new boots but as I came up to the 
surface I heard everyone cheering 
and clapping. It had been worth it just 
to hear them!

That day, everyone had their 
moments of hesitation, fright, 
exhaustion, and total exhilaration, 
together with a sense of achievement, 
being encouraged, valued, and 
generously cheered on.

Contrast this with the offi  cials in 
Whitehall who called the Duke of 
Wellington to account for his supplies 
during a military campaign in Spain in 
1812. 

This is part of his letter in response to 
their enquiries:

‘Gentlemen, We have enumerated our 
saddles, bridles, tents and tent poles, 
and all manner of sundry items for 
which His Majesty’s Government holds 
me accountable. Each item and every 
farthing has been accounted for, with 
two regrettable exceptions for which I 
beg your indulgence.

Unfortunately the sum of one shilling 
and ninepence remains unaccounted 
for in one infantry battalion’s petty cash 
and there has been a hideous confusion 
as to the number of jars of raspberry 
jam issued during a sandstorm. This 
reprehensible carelessness may be 
related to the pressure of circumstance, 
since we are war with France, a fact 
which may come as a bit of a surprise to 
you gentlemen in Whitehall.’

I think Wellington could have done 
with some encouragement. (I hope 
he knows we all wear his boots these 
days—that should encourage him.) 
In fact, I think we all thrive on the 
oxygen of encouragement. 

Let’s do what Paul did in Acts at 
every place he passed through, he 
brought words of great comfort and 
encouragement to the believers, 
and let us do what he urged the 
Thessalonians to do: ‘Encourage the 
hearts of your fellow believers and 
support one another, just as you have 
already been doing.’

HIGHWORTH COMMUNITY CHURCH
Church Off ice:  8  Sheep Street ,  Highworth SN6 7AA

www.highworthcommunitychurch.org

T:  01793 765060

E:  admin@highworthchurch.co.uk

Registered Chari ty  No.  1080002



As a family, we fi rst met Raluca at a 
missionaries meeting that we used to hold 
in our home when we lived in Moldova, 
where we would pray for and encourage 
other missionaries. She became a dear 
friend. Born in Romania, she moved to 
America with her family when she was four-
years-old. As a teenager, she began going 
on summer mission trips with other young 
people back to Romania. One time, she felt 
the pull to visit Moldova, and as time went 
by, the call to move there permanently got 
so strong she couldn’t ignore it! As she fl ew 
home from that fi rst trip, she knew that 
if the plane happened to crash, she had 
fulfi lled her calling to go the place God had 
wanted her to serve in! 

Raluca heads up Mission Possible, to 
feed, clothe, provide shelter for and give 
opportunity to orphans and girls who would 
otherwise be at risk of being traffi  cked, 
to allow them to go to school and higher 

Raluca Farcas, centre, with some of the girls she 
provides a home for in Balti, Moldova.

THE CASE OF RALUCA FARCAS
by Laura Fisher

education in Balti. The work of Mission 
Possible is inspired by these verses from 
Isaiah 61:1-3: ‘The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord 
is upon me, for the Lord has anointed me to 
bring good news to the poor. He has sent me 
to comfort the brokenhearted and to proclaim 
that captives will be released and prisoners 
will be freed. He has sent me to tell those 
who mourn that the time of the Lord’s favour 
has come, and with it, the day of God’s anger 
against their enemies.To all who mourn in 
Israel, he will give a crown of beauty for ashes.’

Every day, Raluca chooses to sacrifi ce her 
life of relative comfort in the US, thousands 
of miles from all her family, to show these 
precious girls that love looks like something. 

Raluca will be sharing an inspiring word at 
The River, 7-9pm, on Thursday 19 March, 
but also come and hear this amazing and 
inspiring Missionary Mama speak at church 
on Mothering Sunday!

HCC 2020 
MISSION TO 
MOLDOVA! 
Been to Moldova before? Never 
been? Do you have a heart to love 
and bring good news to the poor 
and the broken-hearted, to bring 
freedom to the captives? 

We’re looking to organise a mission 
trip to Moldova from 30 July to 06 
August!

We’re hoping to base ourselves 
with Raluca Farcas, based in the 
town of Balti, to do some Kingdom 
work alongside her, her girls, and 
perhaps in the villages to which 
some of her girls have moved. 

All ages qualify! 

We are asking that you would fund 
only your fl ights, but we do not 
want anyone to feel disqualifi ed 
from the trip for that reason. If 
you would like to come but need 
fi nancial support with this, please 
speak to Matt, Sally or Jon.

If you would like to come, or simply 
want to fi nd out more, please save 
the date and speak to Laura Fisher.

Hopefully you are aware that we are not the 
only church in Highworth, and that actually 
in Highworth we take the view that there 
are four congregation and one church! 

We love our brothers and sisters at the 
United Reform Church, St Michael’s and 

Highworth Methodist Church, and work with 
them almost daily through CAP, schools 
work, and other initiatives.

To refl ect all this, we’ve created a new advert 
for the LINK magazine. It’s over the page ->

See what you think.

HIGHWORTH CHURCH TOGETHER

RIVER WITH 
RALUCA 
FARCAS: 
MISSIONARY IN 
MOLDOVA
An evening of worship, prayer 
and hearing an inspiring word 
from Raluca. 

Thursday 19 March
The Br idge Centre

7-9pm 
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As I write, it’s been two weeks since school 
offi  cially started. It has been an amazing 
journey so far and it’s an honour and 
privilege to think God handpicked me for 
this moment to walk alongside the students 
and help disciple, mentor and minister 
to their needs, and to witness God move 
mightily and powerfully to bring healing and 
breakthrough!

I believe that we are on the precipice of 
something huge here on campus. I can feel 
God accelerating as things start to gather 
momentum, both with the things happening 
in class, on base, and with our teams 
currently out on Outreach.

Last week was particularly challenging for 
me. The teaching was on hearing God’s 
voice and the enemy tried to come hard 
and fast in a feeble attempt to convince 
me I’m not hearing from the Lord. On the 
Tuesday, as I was getting ready, my perfume 
broke on the fl oor and I thought ‘This is my 
alabaster jar moment.’ I even wondered if 
it was deliberate. All I know is the throne 
room of grace was smelling of the sweet 
fragrance of ‘D&G The One’, but in that 
moment I said, ‘Jesus, you can have it all, 
strip everything away.’ Like Mary, I’ve felt 
overcome by grief and been sinful, and I just 
want to be the person God created me to be 
—becoming more like Him in the process.

In the midst of some ridiculous amounts 
of anxiety I turned to the Lord and asked, 
‘What are the giants that I am facing and 
need to overcome,’ and He told me, ‘Grief, 
unbelief, unworthiness, disappointment, 
rejection and fear of (certain) men.’ I was 
blown away, but my immediate response 
was to dive into the Word, replace those 
words with God’s truths and fi nd Scriptures 
that encouraged me.

We had heard many teachings on obedience 
to the Lord, and there was something I’d 
been afraid to do. On Friday, I stepped out 
of my comfort zone and tackled it head on, 
and the relief that came from knowing I’d 
been obedient to the Lord’s will made me 
realise I’d overcome some of my giants.

The amazing thing about being able to 
recreate the DTS experience is that, as much 
as God is using me to pour into others, I 
am also receiving all the beautiful word and 
worship, and having fresh revelation and 
breakthrough listening to the teachings 
given.

Prayer points for me at the moment would 
be for God to fi ll me with supernatural 
strength and energy, and for provision for 
the coming months as we prepare to take 
teams out on Outreach.

ALABASTER JAR MOMENT AND 
OVERCOMING MY GIANTS
by Natalie Ketcher

WEEKLY EVENTS
Every Tuesday
Craft Group 
11am to 12noon, The Bridge Centre

Tuesday Group for school years 7-9 
(term time)
6:30 to 8pm, St Michael’s Church

Tuesday Group for school years 10+ 
(term time)
8 to 9:30pm, The Bridge Centre

Every Wednesday
Bible Study
9:30 to 10:30am, The Bridge Centre

Nursery Rhymes with Jon (term time)
11 to 11:30am, The Bridge Centre

Wednesday Afternoon Small Group
2:30pm to 4pm, The Bridge Centre

Every Thursday
Little Treasures Toddler Group
(term time)
9:45 to 11:15am, Community Centre

Every Fr iday
Friday Blessings
9:15am, Highworth Methodist Church

Knit and Natter Group
10:30am, The Bridge Centre

WEDNESDAY 
AFTERNOON SMALL 
GROUP
Just before Christmas a new ‘small group’ 
began to meet on alternate Wednesday 
afternoons.

The group was started for anyone who 
is around from 2:30pm until 4pm. Those 
attending at present are mainly in the older 
age grouping and are enjoying getting to 
know each other and hearing about each 
other’s life journeys. We all are able to say 
that, over many years, God has always been 
there, especially in the times we have felt 
alone, frightened and unsure.

If you feel you would like to be part of this 
small group please speak to Brenda Hill or 
Ken Ford.



	
	

	

	
	
	

This year, like no other time in our 
generation, Christians, churches 
and ministries across the nation are 
collaborating to share the gospel with 
everyone. Be praying as organisations 
like the Luis Palau Association, The 
Message Trust, and the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association reach out to the 
UK through events big and small.

We want to echo that desire here locally, 
and to help us do that we are putting 
on some events and some training so 
we can all witness to the kindness and 
power of Jesus Christ. Here’s some things 
that are happening soon.

THE BIG WEEK
04 to 12 Ju ly
Big Fun. Big Prayer. Big Hope.

The Big Week is a united outreach week. We will be 
joining with the other local churches in sharing Jesus 
through a Fun Day on Saturday 04 July, a joint prayer 
gathering mid-week and a united service for the 
community on Sunday 12 July.  

We will also be running some other events, believing that 
week for an outbreak of Holy Spirit and a harvest.

MISSION 1
27 to 29 February
Three days of outreach. 
Three days of purposefully 
being kind to people! 

To include prayer, blessings, 
home visits, street outreach, 
and prophecy, among other 
things. There will be stuff  
happening through the 
days and in the evenings, so 
everyone has a chance to get 
involved. 

‘CONFIDENCE TO SHARE’
DAY CONFERENCE
29 February
1 to 5pm, inc luding lunch
Society, the media, and even our own 
personal experience has worked to 
undermine our confi dence in the gospel.  
We have lost the purpose and power of  
being witnesses. It can seem like our world 
is hostile to our message and we don’t 
know how to present Jesus in a tangible and 
credible way. This day is to help transform 
all that.

The day has one purpose and one purpose 
alone—to build a heaven-sent confi dence 
in you that the gospel still works, that it’s 
relevant, that people actually want it, and 
that God can use you.  

Interested?  Then book in with Matt Ford.
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‘What is The Sanctuary all about?’ This 
is a question lots of people have been 
asking us lately. So here goes with a 
brief run down!

The Sanctuary happens in The Bridge 
Centre on the second Thursday of 
every month, 4 to 6pm.

The Vis ion
We wanted to provide somewhere 
relaxed and welcoming for families 
in Highworth to fi nd company, 
entertainment for the kids during 
what is often a very diffi  cult time of 
day, be blessed with a hot meal, and 
fi nd a safe place to talk. A space that 
is all about relationships and which 
feels like family. 

In September, we launched with 
about twenty-fi ve people coming, 
mostly families we knew through 
Little Treasures, some with kids who 
had moved up to school. We also 
have a fair few from HCC coming 
along that are serving and loving our 
community. We have grown to about 
forty people. Most families let us 
know that they are coming, but we 
want people to feel free to just drop 
in if they need to. 

At the start, we have a very chilled out 
free choice time. We put out lots of 
toys, games and activities to appeal to 
kids of all ages. We have families with 
babies up to teenagers coming along. 
We serve tea, coff ee and other drinks 
and get alongside people where they 
are at. 

Then we set the tables for dinner and 
say grace. Everyone gets a hearty, 
warm meal. We are very blessed 
to have some great cooks helping 
us out! We all sit around together, 
chatting and eating. 

Between the main course and the 
pudding, we create space to talk 
about Jesus and our faith. We try to 
make this refl ective and interactive, 
starting with where people are at. 

The Bless ing
Lots of people have said things like 
‘Oh wow, you get that many people 
coming!? What a success!’ 

Actually, for us, it really is not about 
numbers of bums on seats! We see 
The Sanctuary as being successful 
when there is an atmosphere of 
sanctuary, and the families go away 
feeling loved and blessed. Some of 

WHAT IS THE SANCTUARY ALL ABOUT?
by Lizzie Hares

our ‘most successful’ evenings have 
been the quieter ones where we have 
been able to spend more quality time 
with the families that rock up. 

Some families come along because it’s 
a free meal and it helps them feed their 
children. (We have a donation pot but 
we don’t want anyone who can’t aff ord 
to contribute to be put off ). Some come 
along for company and comradery 
during the witching hour. And some 
come because their friends have invited 
them. We have been able to walk 
alongside people through hard times 
and show them practical love. We have 
had some amazing conversations about 
faith and what it means to live for Jesus 
while doing the washing up! 

Perhaps more unexpectedly, I 
personally have felt abundant blessing 
and encouragement from the times 
we have all spent together. The team 
are amazing! And the way we love one 
another rubs off  on everyone else, and 
they all want to join in. It really does 
feel like one big family, with everyone 
getting involved and lending a hand. 

Get  involved
We would love you to pray for us! 
We want to be Jesus’ hands and feet 
to the families that come along, we 
want to see them seeking after Jesus. 
We would love to see them coming 
along to Alpha or our Sunday morning 
gatherings. Pray for the Holy Spirit’s 
continued presence when we meet, 
for wisdom in our conversations, and 
that people coming along would long 
to know more!

Please also pray for provision! 
Sometimes we get a lot more mouths 
turn up than we anticipate, and we 
don’t want to turn people away. We 
have already bought two new trestle 
tables and stools; we may soon need 
more! 

If you would like to help practically, do 
come and speak to either myself or 
Jon. There are lots of ways you could 
get involved, from coming along on 
the night, providing food, or maybe 
even think about growing us some 
veg in your garden to use in our 
wholesome meals. 



For a couple of years now, after being 
introduced by Laura and Alex Gichohi, 
we have been attending a mix of 
weekly Tuesday bible study sessions 
and Saturday day conferences at a local 
ministry called Desiring Truth.

They are based in Cirencester and 
many of our housegroup, and others 
from HCC, have found attending these 
sessions a great benefi t, with teaching, 
sharing, fellowship and enjoying lunch 
on Saturdays in particular. There we 
learn together in a friendly and open 
multi-denominational setting, and it has 
become another part of our journey in 
growing our bible knowledge.

Tuesdays are held in Cirencester, both 
mornings and evenings, and Saturdays 
at Down Ampney Village Hall.

Alex Gichohi regularly leads worship 
times on Saturdays at both the 
beginning of the morning and 
afternoon sessions, which is a great 
way to start our time together. 
Boyd Marais is a great blessing to 
Desiring Truth also, and is project 
managing their new expansion project, 
currently underway to increase their 
headquarters and teaching facilities in 
Cirencester. 

Desiring Truth is headed up by Ann 
Absolom and her wonderful team of 
volunteers. 

Ann is a bible teacher with such a 
passion for the word of God. She is 
particularly gifted in shedding light and 
deeper insight into the living word of 
God and how we live this out in our 
daily lives.

Ann also gives an overview into the 
culture of the day and expands on the 
Scriptures that link into that passages 
from both the Old and New Testament, 
so adding to our knowledge and 
understanding.

Written on the wall of the teaching 
room in Cirencester are the words 
‘Sanctify them in the truth; your Word is 
Truth,. (John 17 :17)

And ‘For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes.’ (Romans 1:16)

Ann recognises the need for 
discipleship amongst the children of 
God, and that is at the heart of all her 
teaching—as we sit at the feet of God to 
be transformed into his likeness, dying 
to self and seeking to be more like Jesus 
day-by-day. 

Ann will be visiting us to speak in 
March and we are sure it will be time 
of blessing to us all, and a great way 
to get to know more about their 
expanding ministry. 

MEET ANN ABSOLOM
By Ruth and Richard Coughlin

PRAYER 
APPOINTMENTS – 
BACK BY POPULAR 
DEMAND!
Prayer appointments will be available in 
the last week of each month: Wednesday 
evenings 7 to 9pm, and Saturday 
mornings 11am to 1pm. 

Sign up sheets will be provided on the two 
Sundays prior to the appointment days. 

This is a great opportunity to relax and 
receive prayerful encouragement.

JANUARY 2020 
CAP UPDATE
We are really happy that CAP have 
been able to open the new client 
helpline again!  If you know of anyone 
struggling with unmanageable debt, 
encourage them to call 0800 328 
0006 and ask for a free home visit!  
Confi dential and professional caring 
service!

New CAP L i feski l ls  Course
Starting Thursday 12 March,
1 to 2.30pm, The Bridge Centre, 
Highworth. Lunch included. 

A friendly community course to help 
people gain skills to lift the pressure 
of life on a low income. Open to 
anyone.

To book a free place contact Eoli on 
07753 627049.

CAP Job Club
Hopefully, we have a few people 
receiving training at the end of 
March to run a CAP Job Club course 
here in Highworth!  If you are 
interested in being part of this team 
in anyway— whether making drinks, 
generally chatting to people, helping 
use computers, helping write CVs or 
making sandwiches—PLEASE get in 
touch!  It will be running after Easter.

Kathryn Ford: 07885 579876  
kathrynford@capuk.org



The HCC leadership team has an 
important message for young people 
and families, and anyone else who’s 
interested this summer—please go 
away! Please go away with Jesus and 
be changed! Please go away on a 
mission trip or camp. Please go away 
to be with your Heavenly Father and 
be transformed by the Spirit.  

But don’t just go away!  Refl ect on 
where God wants you to go, how He 
wants you to grow, and who He wants 
you to become.

1. Where does God want you to go?  
Pray about the options over the page 
and ask around about the unoffi  cial 
ones!  Once you’ve found out what’s 
occurring, ask God for His guidance.  
Pray about what’s right for you—
overleaf is just a general guide.  

2. Don’t let money hold you back!  
We never want a lack of cash to 
stop anyone from fulfi lling their God 
given dreams and purpose, so come 
and chat to us if you have a burning 
desire yet think you lack the funds.    

3. Stretch yourself!  See what excites 
you.  See what scares you.  If it 
frightens the life out of you, it might 
be that God is actually calling you out 

of your comfort zone—and we’d love 
to support you in this!  Think about 
how God might want you to grow this 
year. If it’s consolidating faith, go to 
a conference.  If it’s stepping out and 
sharing your faith, go on mission!  
If you’re in year seven at school or 
younger, or you like to keep active 
and sporty, then you might prefer 
Spree. But if you’re in year eight or 
above you may prefer Limitless or 
Moldova. Think about how your 
family fi t into this! 

Parents: if you want to grow together, 
then go together! And don’t forget 
that you don’t have to choose 
between one or the other, you could 
go away more than once!

4. Finally, prepare to be transformed! 
The Greek New Testament uses two 
main words to talk about time.  

Chronos describes the regular 
pattern of life.  Our routines 
and schedules, the school run 
and the dishes. God is present 
with us in the Chronos of work, 
school, church, youth group and 
trampolining.    

  But there is also Kairos 
time.     This 

is the time where God steps into 
our weeks, somehow bends  
the space-time continuum, and  
transforms and moulds us 
through the sense of His 
purposes. God uses these 
special moments to meet with 
His people, do extraordinary 
things and change us in ways 
we’d never imagined. God can 
create Kairos at any time—but He 
especially creates it when we set 
aside time to be with Him.

Have you ever thought that this could 
be the year God changes the course 
of your whole life forever, because 
you stepped out in faith?   That’s what 
happened to me as a thirteen-year-
old, going up for prayer at a Festival! 
So pray carefully about what you do 
with your summer, and feel free to 
check in for a chat with Matt, Sally or 
myself if you’ve got any questions.

What ’s  happening?
There’s a whole host of things 
happening, from weeks to weekends, 
from overseas mission opportunities 
to UK-based camps and festivals. 

Over the page there’s by no means an 
exhaustive list, simply ones organised 
HCC groups are going on. There are 
also groups headed off  to BCDO/
Wildfi res, EdgeFest, New Wine and 
The Gathering to name a few! 

PLEASE GO AWAY THIS SUMMER!
by Jon Hares

UPPER ROOM
AT THE BRIDGE CENTRE

Book your space now at
www.highworthcommunitychurch.org




