
SUNDAY WORSHIP
07 October07 October
Speaker: Rachael Laing Smith
Worship Leaders: Jim Thring/Janet Hodgson
Set-up: Ian Coulson (BLUE)

14 October14 October
Speaker: Andrew Wilson
Worship Leaders: Will Pearse/Dawn Golton
Set-up: Ian Coulson (BLUE)

21 October21 October
Speaker: Brian Heasley
Worship Leaders: Jon Grant-Willson/Adrian Hill
Set-up: Phil Smith (RED)

28 October28 October
Speaker: Matt Ford
Worship Leaders: Kathryn Ford/Tessa Hares
Set-up: Phil Smith (RED)

WELCOME
God is good, and we have lots to celebrate. If this is your fi rst time here at Highworth 
Community Church, then you’re especially welcome. We hope that you enjoy your time with 
us.

We start together with a time of worship, which is very relaxed and open for all to participate 
in. After the worship time, the children and young people will leave for their own groups 
(follow the crowd or look for the signs), whilst there’s a time of teaching from the Bible, 
usually by one of the church leaders. On those weeks marked All Age Worship (AAW) we all 
stay in the service together. 

We are really glad you’re here and would like the opportunity to get to know you. We always 
have tea and coff ee available before and after the meeting so please stay and chat.
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PRAYER AT THE 
CENTRE OF OUR 
LIVES
by Matt Ford

That is what our Upper Room is about. 
Jesus at the centre—really. Lives rooted 
and founded, unshakeable and earth-
shaking because we know how to be with 
Jesus. Lives free from the societies mode 
of busyness, stress and emptiness that is 
aff ected by every wind of circumstance. To 

instead know, ‘The Lord is my shepherd, I 
shall not live in want.’

Sounds great, but what does that mean? 

• What does that look like in the real  
 world? For that answer we need you!

• Do you want to be a part of discovering  
 what a Rhythm of Prayer looks like for  
 us? 

• One that draws on our own experience  
 and on history?

• That gives us room to express   
 relationship with God in a fuller, richer  
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WEEKLY EVENTS
Every TuesdayEvery Tuesday
Craft Group 
11am-12noon, The Bridge

Tuesday Group for school years 7-9 
(term time)
6:30-8pm, St Michael’s Church

Tuesday Group for school years 10+ 
(term time)
8-9:30pm, The Bridge Centre

Every WednesdayEvery Wednesday
Bible Study
9:30-10:30am, The Bridge

Nursery Rhymes with Jon (term time)
11-11:30am, The Bridge

Every ThursdayEvery Thursday
Little Treasures Toddler Group
(term time)
9:45-11:15am, Community Centre

Every Fr idayEvery Fr iday
Friday Blessings
9:15am, Highworth Methodist Church

 way than we ever can on a Sunday  
 morning?

• One that gives space for individuals to  
 be with Jesus but also for people to join  
 with others in this adventure of prayer?

Then come and join us on Monday 08 
October, 7.30-8.30pm, at The Bridge 
Centre. (And there will be cake!)

We are blessed to have Brian Heasley with us 
on Sunday 21 October. Brian and his family 
spent six years pioneering a prayer centre on 
Ibiza and he is now International Director for 
24/7 Prayer. He is coming to help us which is 
really cool.

continued from front page A BRIDGE FROM 
THE HEART
by Phyllis Reid

From the beginning of my working in The 
Bridge (doing the Admin for HCC, alongside 
our full-time youth leader and two youth 
volunteers), it became obvious that this was 
a place where people who were not familiar 
with ‘church’ could pop in, where we could 
make Jesus more accessible to everyone 
in our town, in whatever way.  In practical 
terms, that might mean simply chatting with 
someone, maybe praying for them, certainly 
off ering help. This was a halfway house 
where anyone could feel comfortable and 
welcomed.  

In 2010 The Bridge Project Team was set up 
to look at what the vision could be.  It’s fair 
to say that Rob, my husband, really got us 
moving on this (!) using his skills developed 
in working with businesses, helping them 
move forward. He worked with our ideas 
and got us moving to achieve the dream!  At 
that time it did seem like a dream that The 
Bridge could be open every morning, staff ed 
by volunteers. We wanted to become ‘a hub 
and hive of activity, drawing people in’.  In 
January 2011 we opened every morning!

Not only are we now open every morning  
but various groups now use The Bridge  
regularly. My highlights are:

• CAP. Those accessing CAP help often pop  
 in - we get to know them and they get to 
 know us and trust us.

• Swindon Foodbank (now Swindon Food  
 Collective) approached US to ask if   
 we would be a satellite off ering food to  
 those in need (previously we only issued  
 the vouchers).  We were thrilled!  This  
 meant that people in Highworth no longer  
 had to get themselves into Swindon to get  
 food but could collect locally.

• Trust is built  Those who pop in have  
 become our friends and they trust us.   
 Several have said ‘The Bridge saved my  

 life’. We are very grateful  to be that  
 stepping-stone helping them to get their  
 lives on track. 

• Church is growing! It’s been wonderful  
 to see people coming to share our   
 Christian faith and to be part of church.

My heart for the future of The Bridge 
Centre is to continue to be a blessing to 
the community we live in and to serve that 
community well, and having a Prayer Space 
in the centre of the town could become a 
real blessing to anyone in the town (not 
necessarily only those already part of 
church).  

I long for us to off er more! For example, 
I know the groups meeting in The Bridge 
bless those who come and take part, such 
as the craft group on a Tuesday which has 
been a welcoming space to those who have 
been isolated in our community, Life Skills 
off ers a practical course to help those who 
have accessed help through CAP (and a 
lovely lunch for free!).

I have been blessed in being part of The 
Bridge and I am sure it will continue to be a 
blessing to Highworth and the surrounding 
villages.

WORLD PREMIER 
‘FINGER OF GOD 2 
MOVIE’
Saturday 06 October, 7pm

The Bridge Centre

‘Seeing is believing.’ Something that is oft 
quoted in our world. However, we have a 
faith based on what is unseen, a faith that 
depends not on what we can see (2 Cor 5:7). 
But seeing has its place. Not as something 
to replace faith but something that confi rms 
faith. (Just read James). Jesus came in fl esh 
and blood—something people could see—to 
show them what to have faith in, to confi rm 
that which was unseen.

Seeing Finger of God some seven years 
ago was something like that. My hope and 
belief in a God of the Bible—a miracle-
working, transforming God—had been 
hard pressed by years of little wonder and 
many challenges. But seeing miracles on 
screen, happening right in front of my eyes 
encouraged me. Seeing lives lived all out, 
100% for Jesus, helped me to step out and 
live what I believed.

Eleven years on from a movie that blessed 
so many, the fi lmmakers have returned 
to make a fi lm that is more than simply 
seeing God move in powerful ways, but 
seeks to discover the very heart of a God 
who relentlessly pursues His children and is 
worth giving up everything for.

The general release for this fi lm is not until 
December but we have signed up for this 
advance viewing. Come. Be blessed.



OCTOBER AT A 
GLANCE
01 October01 October
Small Groups meet this week

06 October06 October
Movie Night: Finger of God 2
7pm, The Bridge Centre

08 October08 October
Prayer Centre Vision Evening
7:30pm, The Bridge Centre

15 October15 October
Small Groups meet this week

25 October25 October
Worship Choir Rehearsal
7:30pm, The Bridge Centre

29 October29 October
Small Groups meet this week

WHO AM I? 
by Lucy Titcombe

HI, I’m Lucy. Most people will probably know 
me as I have been at HCC my whole life. You 
can usually fi nd me on the carpet with the 
young children! 

I’m not quite sure what my calling is in life, 
what I will do or where I will belong. So 
when the time came to apply for university, 
it seemed a bit pointless applying for a 
course I wasn’t even sure I really wanted 
to do. I’m doing a year-out with HCC which 
will give me an opportunity to grow in who 
I am, and hopefully help me discover where 
God wants me to be! I am hoping I will also 
gain skills this year that will help equip me in 
whatever it is I will be doing next! 

I am hoping that God will help reveal to me 
what my purpose is. Often young people 
are rushed into making decisions about 

their future, when they don’t understand 
the variety of opportunities and choices the 
world off ers. This can often lead to people 
choosing the wrong career path and feeling 
purposeless! I am also hoping to see a 
reinvigoration of passion within me. I want 
to be a Christian on fi re! Fuelled by my faith 
and God’s love.

My hope for HCC is growth, not just 
physically, but for each individual spiritually. 
I believe this element of growth will be 
spurred on by our new prayer room. Giving 
all people from all diff erent background a 
chance to really experience what prayer is, 
and where it can lead you! I want to see the 
church full of passion, displayed in worship 
and in teaching.

I would like to see God bring a real sense of 
community to Highworth in which Gods love 
can be shown. I believe God has already 
started to do this in Highworth! Highworth is 
a small place yet some people feel so alone 
and isolated. Meanwhile others choose 
to be disengaged from the community. 
I’ve seen HCC be a bridge to those people 
inviting them in, and showing them what 
real love and compassion is. Giving them a 
glimpse of what life with Jesus by your side 
is like. Giving them hope and a friendly face 
when everything else in their life seems dark.

MY YEAR OUT
by Hannah Thring

Matt and I were joking about how I’d 
introduce myself and I fl ippantly said “I’m 
Hannah and I cry all the time”. Now we 
were joking, but its kind of true – I get very 
emotionally invested in the people around 
me – which I’m choosing to see as a strength 
to be nurtured rather than an embarassing 
abundance of compassion crying! I’ve 
thrown myself into the power of HCC to help 
me grow my love for God exponentially this 
year, and I’m a week in and loving it!

Around eight months ago, there was 
a movie night at The Bridge and the 
documentary Hope has a Name was playing. 
It showed several strong, courageous 
women who’d given everything up for a 
cause—to follow where God led them and 
to love people relentlessly. This really struck 
something in me, and I remember saying 
afterwards, ‘I want to be able to show people 
God’s love in the same way as they do.’

From here, things slotted into place with 
remarkably little friction (in which Jon and 
Matt have played a massive part), and I 
began at the beginning of September this 
gap year: with my aim being to serve the 
global church, learn more about God, grow 
in my understanding of myself and the gifts 
God has given me and how I can use them 
to glorify him, love people tirelessly, and be 
a part of the new things that HCC is stepping 
out into. The past few years have seen so 
many new and exciting things for the church 
– families laying down normal life to go 
overseas and serve broken communities; 
more than half the church being made up of 
people who come from further afi eld than 
Highworth; the work in the community that 
we are taking part in; the extension of the 
Bridge that will enable us to provide service 
to more people, and create a prayer space 
in which they can be their truest selves 

and grow their own relationship with God; 
relationships being built with people from 
all walks of life, of all diff erent ages, with 
diff erent struggles and pasts and gifts and 
stories to tell.

It’s incredible to see how much this church 
is involved in loving so many people who 
could have otherwise fallen through the 
cracks, and pointing them towards the one 
who holds everything up because we can’t 
do it ourselves, allowing God to heal them, 
and spurring them on more than they may 
ever have experienced. 

I am really eager for our church to grow 
more in this than ever before, so that we 
become known as the community that loves 
people without judgement, shows them the 
incredible grace that we know God provides, 
and encourages them to step out in their 
purpose. 



A LETTER FROM 
THE FISHER FAMILY
Dear Church Family,

We can’t believe how time has fl own since 
we saw some of you when we visited 
Highworth back in June and again in July!

We went back to Moldova in mid-July, ready 
to throw ourselves enthusiastically into 
serving in mission through the remaining 
summer holidays and hosting a couple of 
visits, fi rstly with the Wathen family, and 
then most recently with Claire and Lucy 
Titcombe and Heather Wilson.

In mid-August, Paul and Laura helped run 
a ten-day mission in Sculeni, a village on 
the border between Moldova and Romania, 
about 20km north west of Ungheni, where 
the River Conference took place back in 
April. The intention and aim was to build 
a small house for a local poor family, and 
bring the love of God to the people of 
the village through diff erent community 
activities. Abi enjoyed camping and taking 
part in the build mission with the other 
young people, and Josh, being too young to 
offi  cially take part, enjoyed hanging out and 
making friends with the young people from 
both nations.

Throughout the summer, Laura continued 
to make weekly visits to elderly ladies home, 
Casa Helen, with Ana and other friends 
who have been visiting. God really blessed 
these visits with His presence, and recently a 
couple of the ladies gave their lives to Jesus; 
one was healed of an eye problem. 

Following our fi ve-week furlough, Paul fi tted 
home school around the numerous summer 
activities! 

Similar to the UK, the new school year 
in Moldova starts at the beginning 

of September and marks a shift into 
autumn. Alongside this natural change in 
season, so it marks a change in our family 
circumstances. As some of you know we 
began to pray into and seek God about our 
future in Moldova. We continued to do this 
during our furlough and as we came back 
to Moldova in mid-July, Paul felt that he 
would like to return to his job in the police 
force, in the UK. When he took a three-year 
sabbatical from Wiltshire Police back in 
November 2016, it was with a view to going 
as a family to Kona, Hawai’i, to complete the 
Crossroads Discipleship Training School for 
fi ve months with the international charity 
Youth With A Mission, and then going 
to Moldova to see what God was doing 
there, and how, as a family, we could get 
involved. Hopefully our news emails and, 
for those Facebookers among you, our 
family Facebook page, have given you (fairly) 
regular updates and pictures of how we 
have got involved. Now, we are moving into 
a diff erent season, and have moved back 
home to Highworth.

God placed a very real and tangible love 
for the people of Moldova on Laura’s heart 
over the years, and so, even with this move 
back to the UK, it doesn’t feel like the end of 
our connection to and with Moldova. We’ve 
had the pleasure of building some beautiful 
friendships and know that there are others 
at HCC who love this nation and its people 
too. During our time on Moldova, we felt like 
we were being a bridge, connecting some of 
you guys to some of God’s work there. God 
will remain in Moldova, as will His work, and 
only He knows the part we may play in the 
future. It has been an interesting, wonderful 
and diffi  cult journey at times, and we hope 
that in sharing some of it with you, you have 
had the opportunity to see and hear God 
at work as we’ve had the privilege of being 
used by Him in Moldova in this season of 
our lives.

Of course, the journey with Him isn’t over 
this side of heaven, so we are excited 
about the next season we are stepping into 
together as we’ve moved back home to 
Highworth, and are reunited with you guys!

After a short stay with Mike and Sally Wilson, 
we have found a house to rent in Highworth.
Abi is now attending Warneford School and 
Josh has statered back at Southfi eld Junior 

School in the same year that he left two 
years ago! God is so good!

Paul’s sabbatical with Wiltshire Police still 
has just over a year to run, concluding in 
November 2019. It was one decision to 
come back home to the UK. Now back 
in Highworth, he intends to prayerfully 
consider what God wants him to do from 
now until then. 

For the last twenty-one months, Laura has 
had a growing desire to be involved in the 
running of a prayer room of some kind, and 
it was she who felt it incredibly important to 
devote one room of their home in Ungheni 
to be a prayer room. In recent months she 
had been expecting that to take some sort 
of bigger and more public form in Moldova, 
but given the current circumstances of 
moving back to Highworth, she is both 
amazed and intrigued that God is leading 
HCC to set up a space devoted to a rhythm 
of prayer at this time. Most interesting to 
her are some words and a picture Dave 
Boyle had for her and wrote in her journal 
whilst at a HCC prayer meeting for Moldova 
and the Fisher’s imminent move there last 
July! Dave said that he saw a building with 
rooms coming off  a main room. It was a 
learning centre and refuge. It was very much 
a home. He saw young people and the word 
‘Bridge’ in a bridge shape across the top of 
the building. He said that the building is like 
strength to the people and it draws people 
in. So, following recent weeks of prayer, 
contemplation and walking this journey out, 
Laura is stirred and excited at the prospect 
of being back in Highworth, HCC and what 
God is doing here!!! 

Thank you so much for your regular 
prayers, encouragements and fi nancial 
contributions. We couldn’t have done it 
without you.

Love from Laura, Paul, Abi and Josh


