
01 Apri l

Speaker: Matt Ford (AAW)
Worship Leaders: Dawn Golton and Will Pearse
Set-up: Adrian Hares (GREEN)

08 Apri l

Speakers: Stephen and Janet Hodgson
Worship Leaders: Jon Grant-Willson and Adrian Hill
Set-up: Matt Ford (YELLOW)

15 Apri l

Speaker: Matt Ford
Worship Leaders: Kathryn Ford and Tess Hares
Set-up: Matt Ford (YELLOW)

22 Apri l

Speaker: Dave Day
Worship Leaders: Janet Hodgson and Jim Thring
Set-up: Ian Coulson (BLUE)

29 Apri l

Speaker: Matt Ford
Worship Leaders: Dawn Golton and Will Pearse
Set-up: Ian Coulson (BLUE)
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welcome
God is good, and we have lots to celebrate. If this 
is your fi rst � me here at Highworth Community 
Church, then you’re especially welcome. We hope 
that you enjoy your � me with us.

We start together with a � me of worship, which is 
very relaxed and open for all to par� cipate in. A� er 
the worship � me, the children and young people 
will leave for their own groups (follow the crowd or 
look for the signs), whilst there’s a � me of teaching 
from the Bible, usually by one of the church leaders. 
On those weeks marked All Age Worship (AAW) we 
all stay in the service together. 

We are really glad you’re here and would like the 
opportunity to get to know you. We always have tea 
and coff ee available before and a� er the mee� ng so 
please stay and chat.

www.highworth-swindon.org

reality  check
(That place where dreams go to die!)

What is reality? (Thought I would start with an easy one.)  No, really, 
what is it?  We use the term ‘reality check’ as a facing the hard facts, a 
cold light of day moment.  For example, you dream of a great holiday— 
fun, relaxa� on and food— and then you look at your bank account or a 
forgo� en bill comes through the post (or email). 

We have all experienced these moments where what seemed like a 
great possibility the night before now looks like a water� ght, cemented 
in, impossibility the next morning.

con� nued on page 2...

Come on a Lion Hunt

Bethel Redding and Mission in Mississippi

April Teaching Series

Youth and Children’s Ministry



...con� nued from page 1

Several years ago I was at a conference in 
Bath listening to Rachel Hickson.  She was 
speaking about her recent trip to Moldova 
and I felt God say ‘Go.’  It was just a small 
thought  at the back of my mind but in that 
context of great worship and an anointed 
speaker I was convinced it was God.  

The next day it didn’t feel very inspired— in 
fact I didn’t feel anything.  It would mean a 
� me commitment, money and I couldn’t even 
answer the ques� on: why?  I didn’t know.

It would’ve been all too easy to have le�  it 
as one of those ‘caught up in the moment’ 
things.  

Over Easter, Mike, Sally, Richard Morris, 
Jo Pearse, Summer Ford and Kathryn Ford 
are in Moldova for The River: an encounter 
conference with local Chris� ans and others 
from the UK.  They will be mee� ng powerfully 
with God and then going and giving that 
away through prayer, love and ac� on.  It’s a 
weekend establishing a beachhead of God’s 
Kingdom.  It builds on the work Sharon Blyth, 
and Sam and Leo Sandu and, more recently, 
our very own Fisher family, have been doing.  
Dave Boyle will be going out on the bank 
holiday, and also Tessa and Adrian Hares later 
this month.  All doing their part to see Jesus 
impact a na� on which many thought was just 
in a Tin� n comic.

I went to Moldova not knowing why and 
it scares me to think what would have 
happened if I had responded to the wrong 
reality.  You see, what we call a reality check 
is the place not to kill dreams but to realise 
them. It’s the hard stuff  that should force us 
to take hold of God— believe and go through.  
The true reality is being in God’s presence; 
faith is what carries that into our every day.

Matt Ford

‘We’re Going on a L ion Hunt…’

Come along to our all age worship at 5pm on 8th April and hear how the lion hunt ac� on story 
became part of our recent trip to Ghana. We will be sharing how God has been taking us on a 
journey over a number of years, and giving us opportuni� es to grow and be challenged in new 
areas.

Stephen and Janet Hodgson

An Exci t ing New Start !
We’re so pleased to be able to tell you that Lizzie Hares will 
be star� ng this month as Administrator to the Trustees. This 
means that she will be looking a� er the church bookkeeping 
and purchasing of materials. She will also look a� er the 
administra� on of Child Protec� on applica� ons,  trust policies and 
assist Ma�  with day-to-day tasks.  As she won’t be managing The 
Bridge, please con� nue to contact Ma�  for the � me being.

If you have any administra� on queries and want to contact Lizzie, 
then please email her directly lizzie@highworthchurch.co.uk .

We want to welcome Lizzie to this role and we all look forward to working with her.

Brenda, Janet, Phil, Mike, Jon, Sally and Matt

Serving our
Community
This could be the amazing opportunity 
you’ve been wai� ng for, to serve our local 
community by volunteering at The Bridge for 
just two hours each week. If this is something 
you’d like to get involved with or you simply 
want more informa� on, please see Alfi e Howe.

Holy Spir i t

Jesus thought it was be� er if He le�  the 
planet and sent Holy Spirit instead!!  Think 
about that—think about it A LOT. Holy Spirit 
is that important and so it is no wonder 
that He has become so controversial and 
misunderstood. 

Excess and Rejec� on are two extremes we 
are dedicated to avoiding so we are going to 
teach on and experience Holy Spirit together 
in grace and humility — brilliantly.

Two key dates over this � me will be:

• Tuesday 24 April, and
• Thursday 26 April

We’ll meet both evenings from 7pm un� l 
10pm at The Bridge.

These will be ‘Seeking Nights’: opportuni� es 
to encounter Holy Spirit in a safe and ‘holy’ 
atmosphere of prayer and gentle worship. It’s 
a place for you to come and fi nd more.

I am really excited about us all discovering 
why Jesus thought it was be� er for Him not 
to be here, aren’t you?

Matt Ford

Apri l  Teaching Series :



what’s  on  in 
april
Every Tuesday

Cra�  Group 
11am-12noon, The Bridge

Tuesday Group (school years 7-9, term � me)
6:30-8pm, St Michael’s Church

Every Wednesday

Bible Study
9:30-10:30am, The Bridge

Nursery Rhythms with Jon (term � me)
11-11:30am, The Bridge

Every Thursday

Li� le Treasures Toddler Group (term � me)
9:45-11:15am, Community Centre

Thursday Group (school years 10+, term � me)
8-9:30pm, Jon and Lizzie’s

Every Fr iday

Friday Blessings
9:15am, St Michael’s Church

w/b 02 Apri l

Small Groups meet this week

06 Apri l

Prayer for Israel
7:30pm, The Bridge

08 Apri l

Highworth Running Club so no morning 
mee� ng. Instead mee� ng at 5pm, Warneford 
School

16 Apri l

CAP Three Peaks Vision Night
7:30pm, The Bridge

19 Apri l

CAP Befrienders Lunch
1pm, The Bridge

24 Apri l

Highworth Churches Together Team Mee� ng
7:30pm, The Bridge

26 Apri l

CAP Prayers
2pm, The Bridge

Freedom in Christ  courses

Please check with either Heather or Lesley for 
the current dates and � mes.

Bethel  USA
The air was crackling with electricity as the 
music, leaping from its pause, graced the hall 
once again with its mighty chorus sending a 
fresh wave of Holy Spirit across the room. 

Filled with wondrous joy and powerful love 
all who sat, stood, kneeled, lay, or danced,  
worshipped the Living God with whole hearts 
and full spirits. 

It’s moments like these that you live for, 
moments of freedom, of life and of such 
a peace that surpasses all understanding. 
Standing there in the main hall of Bethel 
Redding’s huge campus, surrounded by a 
mul� tude of faith-fi lled believers worshipping 
extravagantly, so warm, and welcoming 
to those around them and giving glory to 
the Everlas� ng Father. It was like God was 
opening the door of heaven a crack. Ever so 
slightly, as if not to completely overwhelm 
those gathered, but to give just a taste 
(maybe not even that), but a sip of his glory 
and power. 

The experience of visi� ng Bethel church in 
Redding was awesome and really inspiring to 
my own heart as well as my family’s. Bethel 
was a powerful breath of fresh air as well as a 
threshold experience, giving me personally a 
launching point from which to leap back into 
my daily life with a new perspec� ve. Going 
away and escaping from all the rou� nes of 
life was crucial to gaining a new perspec� ve 
on it, because we as human beings can get 
so stuck in our li� le bit, our own lives—I 
know I can—that we make it very, very hard 
for change to come. It blocks us from seeing 
what we really need to change in our lives, 
and by going away I could single out some 
of the things that I needed to either change, 
let go of, or welcome more of, so that all the 
new seeds that will be sown can be frui� ully 
and gracefully received into good soil in 
my life. The Father always wants to give us 
fresh revela� ons, new life lessons or to sow 
new seeds into us; that’s His job, but ours is 
to prepare and keep the soil of our hearts 
good and true to the 
teaching that the word 
of God provides.

Caleb Ford

We Wil l  Go
In the fi rst week of our trip to America we 
went to Jackson, Mississippi. We mainly went 
there to see our friends, David and Jeane� e 
Ketcher, who have lived out there for two 
years serving with a charity called We Will 
Go. But we also went to serve We Will Go 
and learn more about them. Here are some 
of the things we did there.

Hands and Feet ministry, available twice a 
week, is where We Will Go gives out food 
and clothes to the needy. Firstly, we paired 
up—I was with Miri. When we met someone 
we fi rst took them to the pantry to choose 
some food and ou� its. I felt quite out of my 
comfort zone because I didn’t really know 
what to say to them. A� er they had chosen 
some things, we went and sat down with 
them to listen to their problems and pray for 
them. Whilst I found the whole thing a bit 
challenging, it was exci� ng to be able to help 
someone.

Another thing we did almost every a� ernoon 
from 3pm to 5pm was the homework club. It 
is there to help the kids in downtown Jackson 
with their homework. This is very useful 
because a lot of the teachers there can’t be 
bothered to teach. Some of the kids were 
telling me that in their class they just sit at 
their desks and chat because the teacher 
doesn’t always show up for the lesson. As 
the kids started arriving I started to no� ce 
how they acted and treated each other. For 
example: hi�  ng; name-calling and general 
disrespect, which is all probably the result of 
their diffi  cult home lives.

There was one girl that goes to the 
homework club who normally arrives earlier 
than everyone else and is very smiley and 
likes to cha� er away but does sadly have 
learning diffi  cul� es and au� sm. It was very 
sad watching her expression change when 
the other kids arrived and how she then just 
sat in the corner barely speaking because 
of how they treated her.  The posi� ve thing 
about the homework club environment 
is that they can come to a safe place 
where they can be loved and grow in their 
characters.  The leaders love them really well.

Amy Lancaster (the founder of WWG along 
with her husband) has lived in this diffi  cult 
neighbourhood for fi � een years.  She works 
� relessly for Jesus with her neighbours.  She 



Spree Southwest
2018
We issued le� ers about Spree (a summer 
residen� al trip for 8-17 year olds. If your 
children want to come, we really need 
to know by Friday 06 April. Unless our 
numbers increase it simply won’t be viable 
to run the trip. Speak to Jon directly or 
contact him at:
jon@highworthchurch.co.uk

Easter Trai l
Thanks to all those who helped with the Easter Trail this year.  For some children, this was 
the fi rst � me they had ever heard the Easter story! It was fantas� c to be able to share 
the hope of Easter with the school children and staff  who came!  Please pray that God 
would show us what the future looks like for our seasonal work in schools as we review it 
together over the coming months.

WWW.SOULSURVIVOR.COM

SOULSURVIVORUK SOULSURVIVORGB SOULSURVIVORUK SOULSURVIVORUK
e.  info soulsurvi vor.com t.  0303 333 1 333  

a. Soul Survi vor, Unit 16 Paramount Ind. E st. Sand own Road, Watford, Herts. WD24 7XA, UK. Charity No. 1080720. Company No. 03991111.

DEEPEN YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD
WEEK B

18 - 22 AUGUST 
PETERBOROUGH

WEEK C
24 - 28 AUGUST 

PETERBOROUGH

SCOTLAND
21 - 25 JULY 

KINROSS

WEEK A
4 - 8 AUGUST 

STAFFORD

Soul Survivor
2018
We are pu�  ng plans in place for our trip 
to Soul Survivor in the summer!  If you 
haven’t already let us know that you are 
planning to come, please get in touch with 
me ASAP.  We really need to know by the 
middle of April that you are planning to 
come so we can get things booked!

Thanks to all who invited friends to ELEVATE in March!  It was 
great to have so many guests. Lizzie and I were really grateful 
for the warm welcome all our friends had to the service that 
day. They commented on how easy it was to come in to church 
when welcomed by such a friendly bunch of people! 

The next ELEVATE will be on 13 May – please put it in your diary 
and invite your friends!

ELEVATE

seems to have li� le � me to eat and sleep!  
She has such a busy life!  The way she gives 
up everything for Jesus made me feel like I 
want to do more to help the world. Despite 
all the hard things, she never gives up and 
tells inspiring stories of her journey and 
people’s lives changing.  Every Saturday, 
teams of kids, young people and adults 
come to help WWG with prac� cal needs 
like gardening, decora� ng etc. Amy never 
misses a chance to share God with them all 
and worship together.  When we were there 
most of the young people looked out of their 
comfort zones in the worship � me!!

They have built up such a great sense of 
community in downtown Jackson, they always 
say hello to everyone, I felt like I would like to 
live in that community.  They have worked so 
hard making everything look beau� ful in all 
the detail of everything they restore.  Jesus 
has come to bring life (John 10:10) and all 
the enemy does is steal stuff  and destroy life. 
In Jackson I saw how they have brought life 
to an area that many had given up on.  It’s 
like the houses that 
they restore are a 
picture of how God is 
restoring the people’s 
lives!

Summer Ford

...con� nued from page 3


