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No one pours 
new wine into old 
wineskins. Otherwise, 
the new wine will 
burst the skins; the 
wine will run out and 

the wineskins will be ruined.  No, 
new wine must be poured into new 
wineskins.  And no one after drinking 
old wine wants the new, for they say, 
‘The old is better.’
— Luke 5 :37-39

So, Covid-19 isn’t going away 
anytime soon and we are faced 
with the long-haul of coping with 
constant change, restrictions and a 
concerning future. What is HCC to 
look like in this emerging world? I 
guess we have three options:

WINE, ONE OF MY FAVOURITE TOPICS
by Matt Ford

1. Hold on for things returning to 
normal, and then carry on as we 
were.

2. Try and put the old thing, how 
we expressed church, into a 
new format.

3. Discover new wine.

Largely, what we see happening 
across the nation in every area of 
life, is the first two. The problem 
with the first is this: Will there ever 
be a normal like before again? The 
second doesn’t work as it always 
results in a watered-down version 
of what was before. And for us who 
follow Christ, numbers one and two 
both reject any sense of purpose for 
this time, what God is doing now in 
this difficult season.  

Cabernet  Sauvignon
So what’s the wine thing all about? 

We are forced to find new 
wineskins—that is, ways of 
connecting and expressing church.  
For example, over the last six 
months, this has looked like online 
services. Jesus said that new wine 
needs to go into new wineskins, not 
old wine. We need to discover what 
the new wine is, and not get caught 
up with creating a new wineskin 
without it.

What is the new wine? What is God 
doing now? What is He releasing 
now?  

This is no way devalues what we 
had before—I loved HCC pre-March 
2020—people found Jesus, grew, 
were encouraged and we had fun.   
Even Jesus refers to the old wine 
being good. 

Reimagining your fa i th
We have to discover what Church—
what us joined by our mutual faith 
in Jesus and love for one another—
needs to look like today in this 
messed up world. That’s where the 
journals come in. In a small way, it 
gives us an opportunity together 
to stop, to really reflect, and ask 
ourselves some difficult, and often, 
exciting questions.  

The focus is your walk with Jesus, 
the, ‘What do I want my Christian life 
to look like for the rest of my life?’  
This must come first, before we get 
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I am not naturally a visionary, 
or even very imaginative, and 
so I find the whole concept of 
reimagining church a challenge, 
especially when the ‘rules’ keep 
changing. However, it is never a 
bad thing to reassess faith, where 
our priorities lie, and where we 
draw strength from. We have 
been forced to confront the 
reality of how our own physical 
lives, and those we love, are 
very fragile and temporary. This 
focuses our search and leaning 
into what is truth.

The truth I choose is of God’s 
grace, mercy and love for each of 
us. He is constantly looking out 
for us to turn to Him, just like the 
father portrayed in the parable of 
the prodigal son. I am challenged 
not to listen to all the voices of 
doom and damnation that are so 
depressing and cause anxiety to 
overwhelm.

Instead I choose joy. The joy of 
belonging to the household of 
God. I choose to be grateful for 
every good and perfect gift, and 
for that gratitude to flow into 
worshipping the giver of all good 
gifts.

Even as I declare in writing that 
faith and thanksgiving are what 
will see us through, I know 
that we are not supposed to 
be fighting on all alone. So, the 
next time I’m having a moan 
about something, you have 
my permission to remind me 
of what I’ve just written! In an 
encouraging way of course!

— Sally Willson

For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also.
— Matthew 6:12

I long to see each of us digging 
deeper into our relationships 
with Jesus. Digging takes time 
and effort; the same is true with 
discipleship. But the treasure 
is worth it! I want to see us 
excited about our personal walk 
with Jesus. I want to see people 
who get their confidence and 
worth from being rooted and 
established in Him. Then I want to 
see that overflow! Overflow into 
our church family where we are 
known as a community who are 
united, who love one another and 
encourage one another and look 
out for each other. And overflow 
into our community where I yearn 
to see us share our treasure! To 
be known as a family who are 
welcoming, who care and look 
after those who need it. My heart 
for HCC is for it to be family who 
treasure Jesus!  

— LIzzie Hares



My heart for HCC is that we 
rediscover the core of what 
church was always meant to be 
about. So often we (that’s we, the 
universal church, not HCC per se) 
can fall into the trap of thinking 
that church is an organisation, or 
a nice meeting where we gather 
with our friends on a Sunday 
morning. All of our efforts could 
be expended in pursuit of us 
maintaining this first vision of 
church.

But It is my deeply held belief 
that God purposed the church 
for more than that! Church was 
always meant to be a community 
in mission. It is a movement 
of people, joining together to 
reach out to a poor, broken and 
lost world. It is a body of people 
loving one another with such joy, 
forgiveness and hope that others 
see that this amazing grace 
really does look like something.   
Church is us embracing each 
other with all of our faults, 
weaknesses and mistakes, and 
responding in love. Church is a 
place where it doesn’t matter 
whether we are young or old, 
poor or rich; we are just brothers 
and sisters. My heart for HCC is 
that we can reimagine church 
not as a place where we go to 
consume, but as a people we 
walk alongside, to see Jesus lifted 
high, and God’s Spirit poured out 
on all people.

— Jon Hares

Back in September 2009, as my 
family and I were holidaying 
down near Plymouth, I felt God 
speak to me about my family's 
lifestyle, but also a lifestyle he 
wanted to call HCC back to, like 
those first apostles who gathered 
together in the book of Acts. 
Although I am really missing 
meeting up as a church family 
regularly together, I believe this 
could be the time to step into 
a different season of being the 
church to unbelievers around us.

Those first believers actively 
chose to ‘be together, had 
everything in common, sold 
property and possessions to give 
to anyone in need, continued 
to meet together at the temple 
courts every day, broke bread in 
homes, ate together with glad 
and sincere hearts, praising God 
and enjoying the favour of all the 
people,’ (Acts 2:44-47) because 
they were devoted to the apostles 
teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer 
(Acts 2:42).

We don’t have our own church 
building but we can still meet 
together regularly in our own 
homes. Their desire to do this 
came out of their love and 
devotion to God and each other.

— Laura FIsher

If you’ve been a Christian for 
some time, it’s likely that you’ve 
experienced being part of more 
than one church family, one 
church congregation. No matter 
our experience, it’s clear to see 
that there is no perfect church, 
no one denomination that’s got it 
all together. Some of us carry the 
scars from old wounds inflicted 
within a church context, and as 
hard as it can be to reconcile that, 
we have to remember that the 
church is broken because it’s full 
of broken people.

My heart for HCC is that we 
would be a people running after 
the things of God in freedom 
and joy. Not held back by past 
woundings, fears or insecurities, 
but focusing instead upon Jesus 
as the only Perfect One. I long 
to see kingdom culture sweep 
through and sweep out the world 
culture that we’re all victims of. 
I pray in the name of Jesus that 
our thinking would be infected by 
all that is holy, all that is good, all 
that is pure and lovely, so that we 
can be one in the Father.

— Rachael Laing
     Smith



into creative ideas of how we could 
be Church, because church is the 
interweaving of our individual walks 
with Christ.  

The journal officially kicks off on 
Monday 12 October, although there 
are some lockdown reflections you 
can get into straight away. It works 
alongside weekly videocasts and 
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Wine,  One of  my Favouri te  Topics  (cont inued)

some upcoming Zoom discussions.  
The minimum ask is about thirty 
minutes a week—less time than 
watching one episode of the news. 
There are no right answers. No one 
will be marking your work!

Whether this is your thing 
particularly or not, can I ask you 

to get involved because Jesus, and 
what His church needs to become, 
is an everyone thing.  

You can get your free copies at our 
Sunday Gatherings, from The Bridge 
Centre, or directly from me.

Blessings.

GRAB YOUR 
COPY TODAY!


