
06 May

Speaker: Gordon Hickson
Worship Leaders: Jon Grant-Willson and Adrian Hill
Set-up: Phil Smith (RED)

13 May

Speakers: Lizzie Hares
Worship Leaders: Tessa Hares and Kathryn Ford
Set-up: Phil Smith (RED)

20 May

Speaker: Rachael Laing Smith
Worship Leaders: Janet Hodgson and Jim Thring
Set-up: Adrian Hill (GREEN)

27 May

Speaker: Ken Ford
Worship Leaders: Dawn Golton and Will Pearse
Set-up: Adrian Hill (GREEN)
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welcome
God is good, and we have lots to celebrate. If this 
is your fi rst � me here at Highworth Community 
Church, then you’re especially welcome. We hope 
that you enjoy your � me with us.

We start together with a � me of worship, which is 
very relaxed and open for all to par� cipate in. A� er 
the worship � me, the children and young people 
will leave for their own groups (follow the crowd or 
look for the signs), whilst there’s a � me of teaching 
from the Bible, usually by one of the church leaders. 
On those weeks marked All Age Worship (AAW) we 
all stay in the service together. 

We are really glad you’re here and would like the 
opportunity to get to know you. We always have tea 
and coff ee available before and a� er the mee� ng so 
please stay and chat.

www.highworth-swindon.org

Moldova  2018
Since HCCs fi rst introduc� on to Moldova in 2014 (see Ma� ’s Reality Check 

ar� cle in April’s Contact), this Easter was the third visit Mike and I have 

made. Our personal involvement was ini� ally through mee� ng and building 

rela� onship with Sharon Eason (now Blyth) and then ge�  ng to know her 

daughter Sam and son-in-law Leo Sandu. It is amazing to refl ect on how many 

from HCC have become involved in the work there in diff erent ways, including 

the Fishers who moved there in September 2017.

Visi� ng challenges me personally as I feel way out of my comfort zone. Even 

though it is only just outside of Europe you are presented with the similar 

cultural, language and social diffi  cul� es as going to much further-fl ung places 

in the world. However, through the rela� onships we have, we are always 

welcomed warmly and been encouraged and blessed as much as we give out. 

It is such a privilege to see fi rsthand how much our support means to those on 

the front line. They sacrifi ce so much of themselves to take God’s love to such 

a broken na� on. My personal challenge through it all is how much have I really 

surrendered to Jesus in response to his uncondi� onal love poured out for me?

con� nued on page 3...

Moldova Special

Meet Lizzie Hares

Hearing the Voice of God

Youth and Children’s Ministry



We’re so blessed at  HCC to have so 
many people who are wi l l ing to serve 
the church in a var iety of  roles .  This 
month ,  we meet L izzie ,  who has some 
interest ing things to te l l  us about 
hersel f !

Tel l  us a bi t  about yoursel f

I am Lizzie; daughter of The King, wife of Jon and mum of two munchkins, Southampton Uni zoology 

graduate, ex-primary teacher, music lover, traveller, tea-drinker and cake-baker!

What might we be surprised to know about you?

I used to be a vegetarian with purple hair and grand plans to study basking sharks, and rescue seals and 

badgers. That went down well with the in-laws when I fi rst met them!

We know you’re now working for HCC.  Tel l  us a bi t  about 
your new role and responsibi l i t ies .

I am the Trust Administrator, which means I’m there primarily to support the trustees and leaders in their 

administra� ve tasks in the running of HCC. Currently, my main focuses are fi nances and accounts, DBS 

administra� on, administra� on around Trustee mee� ngs and any projects they give me.

What ’s the last  th ing you watched on TV and why?

Grand Designs - because I can dream, right?!

What ’s your v is ion for HCC over the next twelve months?

I want to see HCC grow, not just in numbers on seats but in depth of understanding and rela� onship with 

God. Jesus’s great commission was to ‘Go and make disciples’ not just converts. I want to see people so awed 

with the amazingness of God and his grace that they cannot help but let it overfl ow to those around them. I 

want to see boldness and courage in encounters with our community. I want to see people joyfully stepping 

up to the plate and serving, stepping out of their comfort zones to discover new gi� s and abili� es.  And I’m 

excited to see what God has planned, a� er all his vision for HCC far surpasses mine!

what’s  on  in 
may
Every Tuesday

Cra�  Group 
11am-12noon, The Bridge

Tuesday Group (school years 7-9, term � me)
6:30-8pm, St Michael’s Church

Every Wednesday

Bible Study
9:30-10:30am, The Bridge

Nursery Rhymes with Jon (term � me)
11-11:30am, The Bridge

Every Thursday

Li� le Treasures Toddler Group (term � me)
9:45-11:15am, Community Centre

Thursday Group (school years 10+, term � me)
8-9:30pm, Jon and Lizzie’s

Every Fr iday

Friday Blessings
9:15am, St Michael’s Church

w/b 30 Apri l

Small Groups meet this week

01 May

Highworth Churches Together Prayer 
Mee� ng
7:30pm, The Bridge

04 May

Prayer for Israel
7:30pm The Bridge

08 May

Newer to HCC
7pm, The Bridge

River
8pm, The Bridge

14 May

Small Groups meet this week

23 May

Newer to HCC
7pm, The Bridge

River
8pm, The Bridge

24 May

CAP Prayers
2pm, The Bridge

Hearing the Voice of  God
Jesus said, ‘My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.’ (John 10:27) Therefore, being 

able to hear God is essen� al to this thing we call Chris� anity. Hearing the Voice of God is a three-part 

discipleship course aimed at equipping you to hear His voice for yourself and for others.  Whether this is 

something you already know and want to grow in or is something that remains a bit of a mystery, this is 

for you.

The course will be run by Rodney Kingstone and Andrew Price for a maximum of 18 people over three 

sessions. Each session will be 7-9.30pm and include dinner.  You need to sign up to all three and a bit of 

homework. The point is to actually hear God, so this commitment hopefully will enable growth, rather 

than just ge�  ng more informa� on.

All sessions will be at the Bridge and the dates are : 19 June, 03 July and 17 July.

On Saturday 14 July we will be having a Prophe� c Appointments Day. Anyone can book in to receive 

prayer and encouragement from a team made up from those on the course, supported by those Rodney 

and Andrew bring in to help. This is an exci� ng inclusive opportunity for the whole church.

If you would like to be a part of the three-session series then please email Ma�  Ford : 

ma� @highworthchurch.co.uk, or sign up at www.highworthcommunitychurch.org/events

Who is L izzie Hares?



...con� nued from page 1

A big way HCC supports the work is fi nancially, and 

our visits have enabled us to see how funds have 

been put to use. In 2015, HCC supported ini� a� ves 

to encourage and grow women into leadership (a 

previously unknown concept in Moldova), as well 

as helping with the running costs of a home for 

single mums in Cornes� , which was overseen by 

Sam.

In 2016, prior to the HCC team visit in August, HCC 

sent money towards fencing for a smallholding 

which we then saw being put to good use in 

Cornes� . We also provided some money which has 

since enabled a much-needed paving area to be 

laid outside the church in Cornes� .

On their Easter Sunday this year, Dave, Mike and 

I had a wonderful � me joining the Fisher family 

and the Cornes�  church for a barbecue in this 

secure, pleasant, outside area a� er a wonderful 

service in which all the children and young people 

par� cipated and invited their families and friends. 

It is such a joy to think that HCC has helped support 

this church in such a prac� cal way as it serves a 

really poor li� le village, bringing the life-changing 

news of God’s restoring, redeeming love to broken 

people. It has really encouraged Sam and Leo, who 

have faithfully driven the long, uncomfortable, 

potholed journey from the town of Ungheni, 

where they live, to Cornes�  to lead that church. 

Their vision is to grow leaders through discipleship 

programmes and release them into leadership 

posi� ons to do likewise. They are beginning to 

see the fruit of all their labours, and we witnessed 

youngsters they have been working with give their 

heart and life to Jesus in that service.

In 2016 we also supported a lady called Tania to do 

domiciliary visits to the elderly in Cornes� . Whilst 

that project is not con� nuing, the investment in 

Tania enabled her faith and love for the Lord to 

grow. We have just seen fi rsthand what a huge 

support she is to Sam and Leo in the day-to-day 

running of the church. Nothing is wasted when we 

invest in God’s kingdom.

The other main project which HCC have invested in 

fi nancially is Casa Helen which is the old people’s 

home, founded by Sharon, in the village of Risipeni.

We provided money in 2016 to purchase fi rewood 

to keep the home warm in the harsh winters and, 

in October 2017, money to feed the geese and 

chickens which provide food for Casa Helen.

We have recently forwarded money via the newly 

established Love Moldova Founda� on, some of 

which has been put towards the much-needed 

renova� ons we have just made in Casa Helen. By 

the way, if you would like to a� end the launch of 

Love Moldova on May 12th, please speak to me.

Sharon and I had fun shopping for replacement 

wardrobes, rugs, bed covers and kitchen utensils 

for the home. Dave and Mike, along with Bill 

(Sharon’s husband), and our very own Paul Fisher 

made a formidable team doing the hard work. 

This included changing all the electric lights and 

switches, building a new framework and plumbing 

for the kitchen sinks, pain� ng, and building a 

framed Perspex wind shield at one end of the 

outside sea� ng area.

Of course it is not just our money which the folk 

out there appreciate. Visits greatly encourage and 

bless, not just our friends, but also the communi� es 

we have opportunity to link with. It was so good as 

a team to encounter God with the church in Sculeni 

as they hosted us, representa� ves from Ungheni, 

Cornes�  and Bal�  for the River Conference run by 

Phil Hulks (who spoke at HCC in February). It was a 

valuable � me of rela� onship building between all 

these church groups, and I believe will help Paul 

and Laura as they endeavour to build with others 

already established there.

Sally Willson

The very fi rst � me I went to HCC a group of people 

came to the front for prayer - they were going to 

Moldova. I didn’t know where it was exactly but 

I just knew I wanted to go. So, a year or so later 

when the opportunity came - I didn’t  hesitate. If 

I’m honest, as the � me to go approached, I began 

to wonder why I was going....

Maybe I went to see the warmth and generosity of 

people with so li� le, who love Jesus so much.

Maybe I went to meet Leo and Raluca who have 

both given up a life of rela� ve ease in the West to 

return to their roots where life is hard, to tell their 

people about Jesus. (That was a challenge!)

Maybe I went to tell the woman in the old people’s 

home that God wasn’t, as she thought, an angry 

God, but that He loved her

And just maybe God knew that the messages I 

would hear at ‘The River’ (the conference) would 

echo two prophecies I’d been given less than a 

week before I went...... 

Maybe I went for one or all these reasons; I’m glad 

I went.

A� er all I think He had a plan.

Jo Pearse

It was great to be back in Moldova and meet up 

with everyone again. It was a par� cular blessing to 

see and stay with Laura, Paul, Abigail and Josh and 

hear more of what they’re doing and how they’re 

ge�  ng on. They were really hospitable and their 

house is lovely, and it was just lovely to be together 

for a few days.

It was also a huge blessing to be able to share The 

River with the folks from the church in Sculeni. 

I felt that we were primarily there to serve and 

encourage them and it was great to be able to get 

to know them a bit, share in our explora� on of the 

Father’s love through The River and be able to 

pray with and encourage them. They are a lovely 

church with a real heart for their community and 

the pastor, Radu, and his wife are so humble. It 

was also good to be able to go out into Sculeni 

and pray for the town and do some visi� ng.

Richard Morris

Moldova Special

It was lovely to have so many from our HCC family 

with us even though we are a long way from 

Highworth. I know the Sculeni church was blessed 

by your coming, Casa Helen was blessed by the 

serving and a li� le bit of the spiritual atmosphere 

was changed for the kingdom by your intercession.

Paul Fisher
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DEEPEN YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD
WEEK B

18 - 22 AUGUST 
PETERBOROUGH

WEEK C
24 - 28 AUGUST 

PETERBOROUGH

SCOTLAND
21 - 25 JULY 

KINROSS

WEEK A
4 - 8 AUGUST 

STAFFORD

Sally is a trustee of the Love Moldova 
Founda� on (www.lovemoldova.
founda� on), and would like to invite you 
all to the launch on Saturday 12 May, at St 
Paul’s Church in Camberley.

This is an opportunity for you to hear 
about the Moldovan culture and about 
the exci� ng live projects that are currently 
opera� ng across the country. 

You will meet the other trustees and share 
a glass of Moldovan Fizz and taste a li� le 
Moldovan cuisine.

Please let me know if you plan to come so 
we can hopefully share li� s.

Dear Church!  

Thanks so much for all you are and do.  I’m wri� ng to let you know about a couple of things that 
are coming soon, asking you to keep praying and encourage you about all the good stuff  that’s 
happening!

We are gearing up for an amazing summer fi lled with God’s blessing.  We have trips planned 
to Spree and Soul Survivor again in July and August!  These are two residen� al opportuni� es 
we take young people to with an amazing team from across the local churches (Spree aimed at 
younger ones and Soul Survivor for older ones).  See me for more informa� on and to book!

Aside from passing on informa� on, I wanted to encourage you and say thank you!  Thank you for 
allowing me to transform lives. Your prayers and our work, together with God’s power through 
the Holy Spirit, enable us to off er the Kingdom of God to people. The Kingdom is a place of 
friendship to the lonely, hope to the downcast, joy to those experiencing sorrow, jus� ce for the 
poor, healing for the broken and love for the lost!  Whether it’s mentoring a lad who struggles 
to engage in school, standing in faith and prayer with those experiencing hard family situa� ons, 
releasing a team to serve children on Sundays, encouraging young people to step into their 
poten� al, sharing the gospel with a conspiracy theorist or challenging young people about 
where their hope comes from, April has been quite a rollercoaster—but what a ride!  

Thank you church for employing me. Thank you for your prayers and fi nancial giving that 
make it all possible.  Thank you for your � me in volunteering.  Thank you for your love and 
encouragement!  Please keep remembering me and my wonderful team in prayer, especially for:

• A lad I am mentoring who needs loads of encouragement.  For wisdom for me that I would  
 know how to listen well and encourage him.

• Developing our schools’ work. There are several things in the pipleline, amongst which is a  
 new club at a local school. Pray for my mee� ng with a headteacher on 4th May, that they  
 would be open to new ideas, and pray for assemblies!

• An amazing summer of transformed lives and new life in Jesus—that our residen� als would  
 take real shape in May!

• Our working rela� onships with other local churches amidst a � me of change—new venues,  
 people, group changes—and amongst it all, that God would “hold all things together” as we  
 know He will (Col 1:17).

• For the team stepping up to feel blessed and encouraged as they step out in faith to serve our  
 children and young people!  Please also do your bit and encourage my team!

Jon Hares

see Jon for more information

Are you 18-25 years old with intent to 
give generously to your chosen chari� es? 

If so, Stewardship, a Chris� an 
organisa� on, want to encourage you 
by giving you £120 to use. Just open an 
on-line account to manage your giving to 
church, friends in Chris� an ministry, or 
charitable causes, and Stewardship will 
add £10 per month to your account for 
the fi rst 12 months.  (If you pay Income 
Tax, Stewardship can also claim Gi�  Aid 
so that your giving will grow by 25%).

Check out their website:

www.stewardship.org.uk/giving/1825-
giving-account-landing-page

Val  Savill


