
HELLO!
So much may feel uncertain at the moment, but you can always rely on a delivery of Contact! 
Hopefully, you’ll experience a little more connection to your church family as we navigate this 
time together. Bless you, dear Family.

CONTACT
hcc highworth community church  |  10 april 2020
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‘ARE WE NEARLY THERE YET?’
by Will Pearse

In Stephen Hodgson’s excellent article, 
Mind the Gap, he wrote, ‘…we often want 
to step straight into our future. We tend 
to go through life wanting to step safely 
and quickly over the gaps…’

To which I would add—yes defi nitely, 
let’s just get there.

But he also said, ‘…there is benefi t in 
learning to embrace the time gaps in 
life which we see as having no value, 
and realise the potential they off er.’

In the last year or so we have of course 
collectively chewed on much of the 
promise—gap—fulfi lment conundrum 
together already.

I have begun to realise:

•  I will always be in the state of waiting 
for something (… a promise to be 
fulfi lled, for God to move, etc)
•   The time I will spend waiting may well 
far outstrip the promise I am waiting for
•   ….. so waiting well is one of the most 
vital life “skills” of all
Otherwise, misery and disappointment 
will pounce at the fi rst opportunity.

The song Take Courage encourages us 
to see that God is in the waiting. This is 
not just a do nothing and hang around 
time. It’s a ‘live life to the full even while 
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what we long for that which has not yet 
appeared’ season.

But there is something else.

1. Speaking about Abraham’s promise 
(of a son), Hebrews 6:15 says, ‘And 
so, after he had patiently endured, he 
obtained the promise.’

There’s just a hint here that the waiting 
time, the enduring, was a necessary 
enabler to the promise appearing.

2. This is amplifi ed in Hebrews 10:36, 
‘For you have need of endurance, so that 
when you have done the will of God you 
may receive what is promised.’

This is more explicit—the endurance 
unlocks the promise.

3. Speaking about Joseph’s time in 
prison, Psalm 105:18-19 says, ‘Until the 
time that his word came: the word of the 
Lord tried him.’

Or even clearer in The Passion 
Translation, ‘His feet were bruised by 
strong shackles and his soul was held by 
iron. God’s promise to Joseph purged his 
character until it was time for his dreams 
to come true.’

So the time of waiting and, in this case, 
hardship, was needed to do a work in 
Joseph so that he was in the right frame 
to be able to receive the promise

In other words, waiting is not just 
waiting. It is preparation, without which 
we may never be ready for whatever it 
is that God has in His heart to release 
to us.

Imagine God’s promise to us is like a 
ball that He throws for us to run and 
catch. Where the ball is thrown is not 
where it lands—we have to be in a 
diff erent place to catch it. 



Sketch by Pip Storey

It’s always the time of year I look 
forward to and I just love every part 
of it. I remember a comment my 
daughter, Pip, made on the way home 
from primary school one day which has 
always stuck with me, ‘Spring is never 
disappointing.’ It’s just so true.

This year in particular, the blossom 
trees have been a source of joy and 
calmness amongst all the anxiety and 
confusion at this time. Pip sketched the 
above picture in response to a recent 
interview with David Hockney we saw 
on the news, where he described the 
spring trees as, ‘...fl aming beacons of 
hope.’

BEACONS OF HOPE:
SPRING IS NOT CANCELLED
by Jacky Storey

On my daily walk around Highworth, 
there are a number of beautiful 
blossom trees which are just stunning. 
Sometimes it’s good to take a moment 
to stop and admire the beauty of God’s 
design. This has helped me slow down 
and really appreciate this wonderful 
time of year when everything is 
awakening. 

When I see these ‘beacons of hope’, I 
thank God for the joy it brings and how 
it can inspire us to spread hope and 
support to those who are struggling 
during these challenging times.

‘Are we near ly  there yet? ’
continued from previous page

I am a faithful father. I will never 
ever let you down. My promises are 
yes and amen. Cleve to me at this 
time of uncertainty and insecurity. 
I will bring you through this dark 
hour. Many dark forces are rising up 

FAITHFULNESS:A PROPHETIC WORD
by Maggie Woodward

but you have the victory in me. Put on 
the whole armour of God so that you 
can stand in the evil day. Spend much 
time in the word and meditate on it 
and lift up your hearts and voices to 
me your faithful father.

If we see ‘the gap’ as preparation, we 
are much more likely to yield to it. Even 
when it feels a bit like wilderness, God 
works in the wilderness…..a lot.

It still means we eagerly anticipate 
His promise, that we continue to pray 
and remind God about words we may 
have received. And in the meantime we 
embrace His preparation as best we 
know how.

Despite restrictions, Spring Harvest will 
be happening, if not a little diff erently 
to years past.

Generously, the Spring Harvest team 
are making their programme available 
for streaming online. You can get 
details of everything they have planned 
over the next week, from Big Start to 
bible teachings and more, there really is 
something for everyone. 

In addition to the programme, they 
have also put together a simple ‘how 
to guide’ to help you with any tech 
problems you may encounter.

View and download these here:
https://springharvest.org/spring-harvest-home/

SPRING HARVEST 
ONLINE!

If you have any non-
perishable items for 
the Food Collective 

distribution, please bring 
them along to The Bridge 
Centre, Monday to Friday, 

11am to 1pm.



AS SEEN ON FACEBOOK
Phi l  Baker 
08 April

This morning I had the 
privilege of leading HCC’s 
fi rst online Bible Study! A 
good cross section of the church joined in, 
once each had mastered the technology.

There was much joy as people met face to 
face. It seemed so long since meeting up.

We were Studying 1 Peter 1. It was so deep 
we only managed to cover the fi rst 5 verses!

We go again next week. Let me know if you 
want to be added to the Invite List.

I also took the opportunity to encourage 
people to get hold of the book Unleashed 
written by Gavin and Ruth Calver - this was 
promoted by Matt a couple of weeks ago 
- why not contact Matt and get a copy. You 
won’t regret it!

Wi l l  Pearse
07 April

In this diff erent season 
let us be open to self 
discovery.

As new and unfamiliar pressures bear upon 
us, we see more what we really believe 
rather than just what we thought we 
believed.

I have found that the more I understand 
myself, the more God is able to speak into 
and heal those areas of my heart. So that I 
come to know with more certainty that He 
really is “The Shepherd and Overseer of my 
soul”

Andrew Wi lson
08 April

Hey folks. Thanks for all 
your prayers. I am fi nally 
well again. It honestly took 
all of my body, mind and soul to fi ght the 
virus and get through it.

I can’t imagine what it is like for those who 
are hospitalised. So keep doing all the 
isolation and hand washing. You do not 
want to catch this.

Jo  Pearse 
08 April

I came across this 
yesterday, which I wrote 
any years ago – it’s about 
Jesus coming to Jerusalem – to die. An 
‘unprecedented’ journey in many ways …

When Jesus approached Jerusalem for the 
last time, he knew that the reason for his life 
on earth was approaching…. Lots of people 
had been crucifi ed but no-one had taken 
the sin of the whole world, no-one had done 
what only the lamb of God could do.

Mark 11: ‘Now when they drew near Jerusalem, 
to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of 
Olives, He sent two of His disciples;  and He 
said to them, “Go into the village opposite you; 
and as soon as you have entered it you will 
fi nd a colt tied, on which no one has sat. Loose 
it and bring it. And if anyone says to you, ‘Why 
are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of 
it,’ and immediately he will send it here.” So 
they went their way, and found the colt tied 
by the door outside on the street, and they 
loosed it.  But some of those who stood there 
said to them, “What are you doing, loosing the 
colt?” And they spoke to them just as Jesus had 
commanded. So they let them go.

Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw 
their clothes on it, and He sat on it.

And many spread their clothes on the road, 
and others cut down leafy branches from the 
trees and spread them on the road.  Then 
those who went before and those who followed 
cried out, saying:

“ Hosanna! ‘ Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of the LORD. Hosanna in the highest!”

A colt on which no one had sat.

In the natural to get on an unbroken donkey 
would lead to bucking and braying and  
kicking … and a rodeo, chaos in the streets. 
No one had ridden that donkey before, no 
one had trod the path. With Jesus on it, the 
people cast their garments before him . I ask 
myself what are garments today/what am I 
clothing myself with?

Garments of fear and anxiety, 
unforgiveness, or garments of praise and 
worship and trust that the bucking and 
braying will stop and the donkey I’m on will 
lead me where it’s meant to take me.

Rosie  Grant-
Wi l lson
08 April

Hey, sorry it’s me again 
! during bible study via 
zoom this morn I was reminded of this song. 
Praise God for his goodness.

“Though you have not seen him, you love 
him; and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and are fi lled with 
an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you 
are receiving the end result of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls.”

Phyl l is  Reid
07 April

For many years a group 
of committed Christians 
across the church in 
Highworth have gathered to pray once 
a month for our community, the people 
we live amongst, the businesses, Drs and 
hospital, church activities, schools, homes 
for the elderly, etc. This always happens on 
the fi rst Tuesday of the month 8-9pm. Why 
not join in and set aside time to pray with 
us this evening (or a time to suit you) for the 
community where you live?

Sarah and Heather Wi lson
06 April


